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Dennis and Betty 
Anderson met at Camp 
Hiawatha as kids.  Camp 
has always been a part of 
their faith and their life 
together.  Through the 
years, they have been 
blessed to see it impact 
the lives of their own 
children, grandchildren, 
and neighbors.  During 
Dennis’ tenure on the VLM Board of Directors, their 
gift of leadership paved the way for all of the VLM 
Funds to begin to grow and thus make room for every 
camper, family and neighbor to find a home at Camp 
Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.

Established in 2007 with a gift from Dennis and 
Betty Anderson of Deer River, MN, the VLM Main 
Endowment supports the future of God’s mission in 
our places and through our programs.  Growth from 
the fund is used for facility investment and new capital 
development to help make sure that Camp Hiawatha 
and Camp Vermilion are ready to welcome campers 
and guests for many years to come.

Originally set up as an all inclusive fund to support 
annual camperships and facility improvements, the 
fund has now seeded a separate fund, The Julie and 
Patti Campership Fund.

Main Endowment

A Lifetime of Camping
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The VLM Endowments

Funds to Support 
Future Ministry

The Main Endowment est. 2007

Started by a generous gift from Dennis and Betty Anderson of Deer River, the 
Main VLM Endowment supports facility investment, site innovation, and capital 
development. These funds help to ensure God’s mission at camp. 

The Mary Bar Fund est. 2000

Mary Thydean provided meals for our campers for decades. She gifted the Camp 
Vermilion Canoe Program with a high energy trail snack called “The Mary Bar”. 
Through the love and generosity of Karolyn Torgerson, this fund was started to honor 
Mary and her work. Gifts to this fund are split 50/50. The first half supports upgrades 
to our current Canoe Country equipment. The other half is invested so that the growth 
will support future canoe country projects, equipment, and program. 

The Julie and Patti Campership Fund est. 2019

This fund makes it possible for every child who wants to go to camp - gets to go to 
camp - no matter what! Gifts made to the fund will be split 50/50. The first half will 
be used on the current year’s camper needs. The second half will be invested, and 
managed by the VLM endowment fund with the growth being made available for 
future campership needs.

To make a gift to support future of Camp Hiawatha 
and Camp Vermilion please contact us 800-331-5148

 or visit www.VLMcamps.org/donate-to-vlm

The VLM Endowments are managed by the VLM Endowment 
Team and invested with Thrivent Financial.  Strategies focus on 

responsible investing and maximizing growth.  

All gifts to these funds are tax deductible to full extent of the law.

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry provides opportunities for Christ-centered spiritual growth, leadership devel-
opment, and outreach in God’s great northwoods!

1105 East Superior Street Lower Suite Duluth, MN 55802 • 800-331-5148 • vlm@VLMcamps.org
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