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“It’s All About Partnership”  
 

Bill Reichwald, Julie Holmquist, and Ben Weertz of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans and Joel Abenth, VLM Executive Director celebrate “Partnership” 

at the 2009 Thrivent Member Thank you Dinner 
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VLM’s Executive Director 
Joel Abenth 

development, we have a partner to 
share camp with, and the experience 
is transformed from a one-time, 
“mountain-top” experience into a 
lifelong journey that encourages 
faith development.  Outdoor  
Ministry is about partnership on our 
faith journey. 
 
This last year has been filled with 
moments of partnership for VLM 
and the celebration of those relation-
ships.  Our cover photo for this 
Traveler was taken at our Thrivent 
Member Thank You Dinner in Feb-
ruary.  At that event, we gathered 
those friends of the camp who had 
strengthened their financial and vol-
unteer support of VLM through their 
Thrivent Membership.  The evening 
was full of sharing and fun, just like 
camp.  It is such a treat to be part of 
work projects, programs, confer-
ences, retreats, Camp Sundays or 
other celebrations when you have 
partners there with you. 

 
Throughout this newsletter you 
will be introduced (either by photo, 
story, or name) to some of our 
ministry partners.  We call them 
partners because, through their 
efforts, VLM is better able to live 
out our mission, to provide oppor-
tunities for Christ-centered spiri-
tual growth, leadership develop-
ment and outreach in God’s great 
northwoods.  We are thankful to all 
of the individuals, families, organi-
zations, member congregations, 
Staff alumni, ecumenical partners 
and corporations that are helping 
VLM make ministry happen. 
 
Thank you to all of our partners for 
being our “cabin mates” at camp.  
You truly make this a lifelong jour-
ney of faith.  And for all of you 
campers who are getting ready for 
camp – bring a friend with you.  
The camp songs are louder in the 
car on the way home if there are a 
few partners singing together! 
 

Every year I went to camp I went 
with my friend, Quinn.  We didn’t 
really know each other our first 
summer, but we became friends at 
camp.  He was a year ahead of me 
in school but we always made sure 
we were cabin mates.  Quinn and I 
were inseparable.  We ate, played, 
worshipped, canoed, and swam 
together - all the time.  I still have 
photos of us at birthday parties 
spent at camp, of us on weekend 
trips with our Confirmation class, 
and of us being dropped off at 
camp together.  I am sure that part 
of the positive experience of camp 
was due to the fact that I had my 
cabin mate and friend, Quinn,  
with me.   
 
Whether you bring them along or 
meet them there, camp is experi-
enced with friends (new and old).  
When we have someone with us 
who can share in the fun and faith 
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Visit “How Can I help my camp” Financial 

Call us anytime to set up a 
tour 

  VLM Raffle: More info 
page 21 

Canteen: Souvenirs Prayer  Partake in Programs 50/50 Challenge:   
Honoring 50 years of  

Ministry at Camp Hiawa-
tha & Camp Vermilion - 

Special Challenges 

Worship Services:  
Vermilion Sat. 5 p.m. 
Hiawatha Sun 10 a.m. Keep us in your prayers  

Work-Day & Preparations 
for Summer at  

Vermilion - Hiawatha  

Wish List: For sites is on 
page 6.  Program list on 

the web or call in 
Bible Study: Page 3 in 
Joy's article and on-line 

Encourage campers from 
your congregation and 

neighborhoods 

PCM:  Congregational 
Member Support is $3 a 

year "Per Confirmed 
Member" 

Closing Programs:  
Fridays at Noon  

(mini 4 p.m.) Mission Project: Page 18 Retreats  

Builders:  On-going $100 
or more giving club to 

support VLM programs 

Employment: Each year 
VLM hires 50-70 sea-

sonal Staff 
Share camp stories with 

friends Summer Schedule 

Good Search: Search or 
shop on-line and VLM can 

receive a donation 

Twitter: Keep up to date 
with camp on-line  - 

"VLM Camps" 
Learn more about your 

camps  
Recycle: Ink cartridges for 

VLM for cash. 
"Tend & Nourish" Cam-

paign: Page 8 

Facebook: Keep up to 
date with camp on-line  - 

"Voyageurs Lutheran 
Ministry" Sponsor a camper Volunteer 

Memorial & Endowment 
gifts  

Ning.com: Staff Alumni 
keep in touch with other 

Staff. 
Check out VLM's "How Can I Help" Webpage for 
more info or call the camp office at 800-331-5148  

Thrivent Members may 
have their donations 
"matched by half"  

http://www.vlmcamps.org/HowCanIHelp.htm 
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The “MARY BAR FUND”  
 

was started in 1999 by a group of past Canoe Guides.  
It was created to honor former Camp Vermilion 
cook, Mary Thydean, and to raise funds for the Ca-
noe Country Program.  Mary perfected the high en-
ergy bar that we still use in our BWCA Program.  
One half of the money received is put into a re-
stricted fund account and the other half is used im-
mediately to provide necessary items for the pro-
gram.  To date we have received $18,402.  One half 
of that remains in restricted savings.  The other half 
was used to purchase canoes & tents. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you would like to contribute to this fund, please 
mark your donation to the “MARY BAR FUND.” 

Mission Statement:   
 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry provides 
opportunities for Christ-centered spiritual growth 

and Christian leadership development and outreach 
in God's great Northwoods. 

 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 

 Board of Directors 

 

Dennis Anderson, Chairperson, 
 Bethany, Loman & South Lake, TX  
Darryl Solem - Vice Chair, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Mike Bradley - VP Finance, 
       Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Duluth 
Joe Dennie - Our Savior’s, Virginia 
Jeff Gilbert  - Bethany Lutheran, Deer River 
Donald Hagestuen - First, Aitkin 
Rev. Emily Hegner-Rova - United in Christ, 
 Eveleth 
Barb Murray  - Littlefork Lutheran, Littlefork 
Sharon Bloomquist -  Trinity, Hovland�
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VLM’s Interim Program Director,   
Joy Halstead 

I have been connected with 
VLM since 1997, when past 
Program Director Andrea Gildseth 
recruited me at Luther College. My 
work and experiences at VLM 
connected me with many people 
and opened up a variety of 
opportunities, such as traveling to 
India and Nepal with Youth 
Encounter, becoming a Youth 
Director at Roseville Lutheran, 
attending and getting a Masters 
Degree at Luther Seminary and 
then continuing on to pursue 
another Masters Degree at the 
Hazelden Graduate School to 
become a Licensed Alcohol &  Drug 
Counselor.  

Throughout my schooling and 
the years, I’ve had many 
opportunities to continue to be 
connected and partnered with 
VLM. Whether it was as former 
Staff, a Youth Director bringing 
campers to Camp Hiawatha and 
youth to Camp Vermilion for 

BWCA trips, being a “Builder” and 
part of planned giving or as a 
volunteer.  I continue to learn what 
it means to invest in and be a partner 
of such an integral and shaping 
ministry as VLM. 

 Almost every weekend, since I 
started this position, I have found 
myself at a Camp Sunday at one of 
the VLM partner congregations. 
During these Sundays I have been 
greeted with much excitement and 
hospitality. I have met a plethora of 
people, who all share tidbits of their 
experiences at Camp: “I went to 
camp last summer and it was 
awesome!”; “I was on Staff many 
years ago and had a wonderful 
summer”; “I love the Boundary 
Waters, and our guide was really 
cool”; “My granddaughter went to 
Day Camp and is already talking 
about attending again this summer.  
I think I might volunteer so I can 
experience camp, too”; “ I hadn't 
been to Camp Vermilion, until I 
came up to volunteer recently. I had 
a great day.  It is a good place.”  

 I thank you, yes, you for sharing 
your camp experiences with me and 
the VLM staff. I thank you for your 
positive comments, your time and 
service, your financial investment, 
your energy and for your overall 
partnership with camping ministries! 
Your enthusiasm is contagious and 
for that I give thanks! 

As this summer nears, I think 
about all the many opportunities we 
have to continue to nurture and grow 
into different partnerships: with the 
congregations of our Staff, with 
service learning organizations in the 
local communities, such as Habitat 
for Humanity, YMCA, Thrivent, 

with our partner congregations, 
artists-in-residence, resource 
people, with the Global Church 
(this summer we have an 
International Staff member from 
Poland) and the list goes on…. 

This summer we also have a 
great opportunity to partner with 
all the campers, visitors and 
volunteers who show up at VLM. 
At Camp Hiawatha, Camp 
Vermilion, at Day Camps and on 
BWCAW trips, campers and 
visitors of all ages are invited to 
come, learn, listen and experience 
our Creator God. Through this 
summer’s theme, “A Still Small 
Voice”, Staff and campers will 
explore the question: “How does 
God’s Still Small Voice speak in 
our lives and our world?” Staff 
and campers will unload that 
question by learning about 
Galatians 5: 22-23, the fruit of 
the Spirit, “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.” Each day Staff and 
campers will encounter Jesus 
through daily themes, Bible 
stories, Bible characters and a 
variety of prayer practices. 

Together as a community   
and as individuals we will learn 
and experience what it means  
that Jesus is present in our lives 
and how we can be present with 
one another as we continue on 
our faith journey.  Together as a 
community and as individuals  
we will grow in faith, share the 
Gospel and spread the Good 
News!  

See you this summer!  
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Sunday, July 12th - Friday, July 17th, 2009   
BWCAW Family Canoe Trip.  There is still room - check in 
with the office for more details.  Cost $357. 
 
Friday, July 17th  
3:00 p.m.  Water Olympics 
5:30 p.m.  Dinner 
7:30 p.m.  BWCAW Canoe Trip Program 
9:00 p.m.  Campfire, led by Camp Staff 
 
Saturday, July 18th,  
8:30 a.m. “Grover” options begin and continue every ½ hour 
until 11:30 a.m. 

·   Camp Tours (leave from the Dining Hall) 
·   North Canoe Trips (leave from the Bakk house) 
·   Nature Hikes  (leave from the Nature Center) 
·   Challenge Course  (leave from the Dining Hall) 
·   Canteen  open: snacks, drinks, t-shirts, souvenirs, etc. 
·   Waterfront open 

Camp Vermilion will celebrate 50 years of  
ministry this summer - come join us for the fun! 

Saturday, July 18th  Continued  
10:00 a.m.  Brunch 
12:00 Noon  Program of Remembrance and Celebration *  
2:00 p.m.  “Grover” options until 3:00 p.m. (see above) 
3:30 p.m.  Holy Communion Worship Service *  
5:30 p.m.  Feast 
6:30 p.m.  “Grover” options until 8:30 p.m. (see above) 
    50/50 VLM Raffle Drawing  
9:00 p.m.  Campfire, led by Camp Staff 
 
Sunday, July 29th, 2009 
9:30 a.m.  Worship * 
10:30 a.m.  Brunch 
12:00 Noon  Departure (youth campers start arriving 
around 2:30 p.m.) 
 
*Note: Large group events will be held on the ballfield, 
or, in case of rain, in Cook 
 

Full Registration Information is 
on our web: vlmcamps.org 
Or Call the office: 800-331-5148 
————————————— 
· The costs for attending the 

whole celebration (housing 
and meals) are $40 per adult,  
$30 per child, those under 
three are free.  Family maxi-
mum price is $140. 

· If you will attend portions of 
the event, let us know which 
meals ahead of time then 
make a free-will donation.  

· There are a few special t-
shirts for sale this summer - 
and available for pre-ordering 
(one with the original logo 
and another with “Go Paddle 
a Canoe”) $10 
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13th Annual VLM Camp Golf Scramble - Monday, August 3rd
 

Come to play 18 holes of golf, have a chance to 
win a Hawaiian vacation or cash and door 
prizes.  Eat a wonderful meal, enjoy a day with 
old and new friends while supporting your fa-
vorite camps!  Everyone is welcome - youth 
and adults, women and men. 
 
 

Watch for detailed information in church news 
releases or call Julie at (800) 331-5148 or…  
check out the camp website. 

Pictured is one of our Tee Sponsoring Teams,  
Queen City Federal of Virginia: with Laura Ober-
star, Todd Lauer, Rhonda Balfor & Peggy Oberstar. 

Drawing during the  
Vermilion 50th Anniversary Party!  

7/18/09 - 6:30 p.m.  
 

1st - Hand Quilted King Size Beautiful Quilt ($750) 
2nd - MN “Twins” Overnight Package (priceless!) 
3rd - 2 “Bending Branches” Bent Shaft Canoe Paddles        
 (Piragis $250) 
4th - “Kondo’s Guide Pack” ($100) 
5th - Framed “Brandenberg” Print ($50) 
6th - $50 “Camp Cash” use at camp store, for camp or 
 retreat, etc. 
 
Call the camp office 218-666-5465 or check our web-
site: www.vlmcamps.org  Tickets $5.00 

 

Quilt was a 
donated “Love 
Project—
created by Zion 
Lutheran in 
Grand Rapids 

Kondo’s 
Guide 
Pack 
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Health History     
(Check. Give approximate dates.) Allergies (Dates not needed)               
  
________ Frequent Ear Infections _______ Hay Fever Food Allergies: 
________ Heart Defect/Disease _______ Ivy Poisoning, etc. _______________ 
________ Convulsions _______ Insect Stings _______________ 
________ Fainting Spells _______ Asthma    
________ Headaches Describe allergic response _______________ 
________ Bedwetting _____________________________________ 
________ Diabetes Is your child allergic to any drugs? _________ 
________ Bleeding/Clotting Disorders ____________________________________ 
________ Hypertension Mental and Emotional Health 
Diseases  (To help us best serve your child.) 
________ Mononucleosis ________ ADD/AD/HD 
________ Chicken Pox ________ Depression 
________ Measles ________ Learning Disability 
________ German Measles Other emotional health concern____________ 
________ Mumps _____________________________________ 
 
Immunization dates      _______________________ DPT Permanent Shots (Series of 3),     
____________________Tuberculin, _____________________ Polio Immunization,    
___________________________________ MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella), 
______ Tetanus Toxoid Booster (Must be current within past 10 years). 

[Lack of dates will probably cause delays in treatment in our local hospitals] 

Operations or Serious Injuries _____________________________________________ 

Chronic or Recurring Illness _______________________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions (i.e. lactose intolerant) ___________________________________ 

Medications (please list and send with instructions) _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

My child has permission to participate in all aspects of the program at Voyageurs Lutheran 
Ministries except as noted and I agree that the camp or its personnel will not be held responsi-
ble for accidents arising therefrom.  I understand that every effort will be made to contact me if 
my child needs emergency medical-surgical treatment.  But if it is important to do so, I hereby 
give permission to the physician selected by the Camp Director to secure proper treatment, to 
hospitalize, to order injection, anesthesia, x-ray or surgery for my child as named above.  I 
understand that my insurance has primary coverage and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry insur-
ance is secondary.  I also give permission for any picture or video taken of my child to be used 
for promotional purposes. 
 
____________________________________    _______________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 
 
Insurance Co. ____________________________________________ 
Policy Number ___________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________________________________ 
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Camp Hiawatha  
celebrated 50 years  

of ministry last summer 
with the help of over  

200 friends! 
 

The Camp Hiawatha 50th  
Anniversary Celebration was 
held at the camp in August.  
Many former Staff and 
campers returned for a won-
derful weekend of stories, 
songs, great food, pictures 
and memories.  
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~Partnership ~    
Camp Vermilion’s  Workday  

$500 Thrivent “Join Hands” Grant Dollars 
thanks to the  Mesabi Chapter. 

 

 
 

 

You Can Help Make Site Wishes Come True  
at Camp Hiawatha & Camp Vermilion 

 

Maintaining and improving two camps requires many materials and much effort. We're committed to 
recycling and utilizing our resources as good stewards should.  Listed below are some items that would be 
helpful as we work to keep our sites in tiptop shape.  If you have access to any of these items and wish to 
donate to either camp, we'll be glad to issue you a receipt for its worth. 

· CWF preservative 
· Paint brushes/rollers 
· Masking tape  
· Cement  
· Dimension lumber 
· Treated 2x6x6 or 2x6x12 lum-

ber for docks  
· Cedar (treated)  
· Rakes  
· # 2 (sand) shovels  
· Dehumidifiers  
· Window fans 
· Hand and power tools  

· Heavy duty ATV trailer  
· Brooms & dustpans  
· Entrance mats  
· Shower curtains, rugs & mats  
· Light bulbs 40, 60 watt  
· 16-gallon totes  
· 55-gal. Rubbermaid trash cans 
· 55-gal. trash liners  
· AED Defibrilator 
· Large raft 
· Solid white Corelle dinner bowls 

& plates 
· Tablecloths (102” x 48”)  

· Canoes (17') 
· 16' fishing boat 
· Long shaft outboard motor 
· Outdoor benches 
· Skidster 
· New swings for Vermilion - 

contact the camp office 
· Remember gifts of automo-

biles and watercraft are al-
ways appreciated; if we are 
able to use them for opera-
tions, or we can sell them to 
support those programs. 

Orr’s Boy Scout Troop worked on 
their badges AND work projects 
at workday again this year! 

21 churches represented and numerous 
projects were done and cabins were 

50-Four foot White Pine planted 

21o at 8 AM 

386  Volunteer work hours with 184 People 
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Camp Hiawatha 

 
 June 7-13  Hockey Camp (ages 9-14) 
 June 14-19 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 June 21-26 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 Senior High Servants 
    (second week) 
 June 28-July 1 Mini Camp (2-4 Gr.) 
 July 1 Half-Pint Day (K-2 Gr.) 
 July 5-10 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 12-17 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 19-24 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 26-31 7-9 Gr. & Senior High 
 Camp 
 Aug. 2-7 Grandparents/Grandkids 
 Family Camp   

 
 

Boundary Waters  
 

&  
 

Houseboat trips 
                                             

Sign up as  
a group   

or call the office  
for availability   

 
June 13-August 2 

 
Call 218-666-5465 or  

e-mail at  
vlm@vlmcamps.org 

 
Camp Vermilion  

 
June 14-19 Confirmation Camp  
  Senior High Servants 
    (first week) 
June 21-26 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
June 28-July 1 Mini Camp (2-4 Gr.) 
July 1 Half-Pint Day (K-2 Gr.) 
July 5-10 First Lutheran, Duluth 
July 12-17 Family Camp- NEW!  
 Fine Arts Camp (5-8 Gr.)  
July 19-24 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
July 26-31 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr. 
Aug. 2-7 7-9 Gr., Senior High Camp 
  & Houseboat Camp 
  

 

2009 Camp Mission Projects 
 
Oak Grove School, Moorhead, MN - 
Flood Relief  
 
NEMN Companion Synod Ministry 
with Honduras. 
 
The 2008 VLM Mission Project was 
divided between - providing Spanish 
Bibles for our NEMN Synod's com-
panion congregations in Honduras 
($1900), assisting Wilderness Canoe 
Base, our sister ELCA canoe camp 
that lost numerous buildings in the 
2007 spring BWCA wildfires ($994), 
and tree planting at Camp Vermilion 
($994). VLM Campers donated 
$4888 in 2008!! 
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~Partnerships~  to list a few… 
 

Deer Lake Association Frolic: Camp Hiawatha hosts the 
Association’s yearly picnic. 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Duluth has held Labor Day 
Weekend Retreats at Camp Vermilion for almost 50 years. 
 

Boy Scouts - Chapel Roof  Tom Hill of Cook, MN put a 
metal roof on the Chapel for his Eagle Scout Project!  

 

US Forest Service:  VLM is a certified “Outfitter Guide” 
in the BWCAW and does work projects in the Boundary 
Waters  

 

Ecumenical Partnerships:  United Methodist Church in 
Grand Rapids hosted VLM’s Annual meeting. ~ VLM’s 
BY-laws for corporate membership have changed and now 
include…“...other Christian denominations.”  ~ Catholic 
Cursillo retreats at Camp Hiawatha. ~ Luncheon with  
Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota Faith Formation group in 
Plymouth, MN  
 

Gustavus Hockey coaches and the 27th year of Hiawatha 
Hockey Camp 

~Partnership~  First Lutheran, Duluth members, 
Vic Krause, Bob Pearson &  Tom Wittaker re-
place windows on their sponsored building, the 
Vermilion Boathouse.  The youth group also 
came to help on a special project. 

~Partnership~ VLM partnered with NEMN Synod at the 2009 
Assembly at Craguns, in Brainerd by running video footage of 
the meetings.  Steve Saari, former camp Staff hosts the cheese 
tasting at VLM’s reception. 

~Partnership~ Battle Creek Middle School 
of St. Paul comes to Camp Vermilion for 
outdoor classes and plants trees. 
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Enclosed is my gift to support Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry’s “Tend & Nourish” Reaching Out Capital Campaign. 
 

I wish to help raise the “T & N” Matching Challenge funds and have enclosed:. 
 

   _____ $35 _____ $ 50 _____ $100 _____ $ 500 ____ $1000 _____ $ other 
  
___ I prefer to give $_____, every ________, for an annual gift of $_________________________________ 
___ My gift will be matched by my employer____________________________________________________ 
___ I have provided for a bequest to Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry in my estate planning. 
 
 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City__________________________________________State________________Zip___________________ 
 

Phone (_____) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Congregation ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
All gifts are tax deductible.  Return form & gift to:  VLM, PO Box 1076, Cook  MN 55723 or donate online at www.vlmcamps.org 
Please make checks payable to Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry (VLM)  Visa/Master Card/Discover also accepted. 

Camp Vermilion Lodge: The final goal of the “Tend & Nourish” Capital Campaign -  
a Log Dining Hall set into the hillside facing Lake Vermilion.  

Cost of Dining Facility   $900,000 
Program Cabin costs  $    5,000     
Architectural Fees  $  30,000 
In-Kind from Log Builder              ($275,000) 
Total needed:                $660,000 

Total “Tend & Nourish” Funds          $ 195,983.27 
Owed from Annual Fund                  ($136,033.00) 
Total Funds Available:                     $  59,950.27 
 

Funds needed:                        $464,016.73 
Includes payback from Annual Fund  
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† McDonald, Fern  - Virginia - 08 
Moberg, Phyllis - St Paul – 08 
* Moroff, Megan - Duluth – 08 
Morreim, Pastor Dennis & Jeanne - Cloquet - 08,09 
Neustel, Wesley - Duluth - 08 
Ohlgren, Ralph & Lorna - Moose Lake - 08 
Olson, Harold & Arliss - Britt - 08 
Olson, Maxine - Orr - 08,09 
Oswald, Marjorie - Cloquet - 08 
Oswold, Robert & Jane - Scanlon - 08,09 
Our Savior's Lutheran WELCA - Cloquet - 08,09 
Pearson, Dale & JoAnne - Carlton - 08,09 
Peterson, Myrna Kay - Grand Rapids - 08 
Raymond, Nancy - Grand Rapids - 08 
Reinhold, John & Bernice - Grand Rapids - 08 
Revoir, Rick & Lisa - Duluth - 08 
Roberts, Don - St Peter - 08 
Robson, Joanne - Duluth - 08,09 
Rogers, Ron & Lynn - Int'l Falls - 08 
Rogness, Rev. Michael & Eva - St Paul - 08 
Ronning, Kara & Paul - Brimson - 08 
Rossing, Rev. Lyle & Holly - Sioux Falls, SD - 08,09 
Schmidt, Leonard & Marlys - Sturgeon Lake - 08 
Schultheis, Janet Larson - Int'l Falls - 08 
Sime, Gerald - Duluth - 08,09 

Simmons, Ruth - Gilbert - 08 
Skoglund, Irene - Aurora - 08 
Sorenson, Anna - Ferryville, WI - 08 
Stanley, Kitter - Grand Rapids - 08 
Storsteen, Naomi - Duluth - 08,09 
Swanson, Arthur C & Anne - Moose Lake - 08 
Swanson, Paula - Cook - 08 
Thornton, David & Janet - Duluth - 08 
Thydean, Mary - Littlefork - 08,09 
Tinquist, Jerry & Cherry - Cohasset - 08,09 
Tokarczyk, Robert & Sheryl - Mt Iron - 09  
Toole, Rick & Joy - Britt - 08,09 
Trinity Lutheran Sunday School - Cook - 08 
Tveite, Paul & Betty - Grand Rapids - 08 
Ulland, Kim - Benson - 08,09 
WA Fisher Company, Mark Leese - Virginia - 09 
Webb, Todd & Angela - Grand Rapids - 08,09 
Webster, Alfred - Aitkin - 08,09 
Wefelmeyer, Fred & Marilyn - Cloquet - 08 
Wierimaa, Anne - Duluth - 08,09 
Wittmers, Larry & Ruth - Duluth - 08 
Wolterstorff, Betty - Duluth - 08 
Zion Lutheran WELCA - Int'l Falls - 08,09 
Zwieg, John & Claire - Cook – 08 
 

* New Builders 

In recognition of the service to people and importance of the ministry of Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry,    
I  accept the invitation to be a Member of the Builders Giving Program.  

 

Enclosed is my gift of  ____ $100  Builders Level   ____ $500  Trailblazer Level  
   ____ $250  Pioneer Level    ____ $1000 (or more)  Voyageurs Level 
 

___ I prefer to give $_____, every ________, for an annual gift of $_________________________________ 
___ My gift will be matched by my employer____________________________________________________ 
___ I have provided for a bequest to Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry in my estate planning. 
 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City__________________________________________State________________Zip___________________ 
 

Phone (_____) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Congregation ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name of person who asked you to join________________________________________________________ 

 

All gifts are tax deductible.  Return form & gift to:  VLM, PO Box 1076, Cook  MN 55723 or donate online at www.vlmcamps.org 
Please make checks payable to Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry (VLM)  Visa/Master Card/Discover also accepted. 

 



VLM Traveler Page 16  

Faith Lutheran WELCA - Chisholm - 08,09 
First Lutheran, WELCA - Duluth - 08,09 
Forsberg, Gary & Barbara - Apple Valley - 08,09 
Frazier, Jeff & Debra - Grand Rapids - 08 
Fredrickson, Neil & Julie - Duluth - 08 
Gilbertson, Allen & Karen - Grand Rapids - 08,09 
Gilbertson, George & Lou Ellen - Grand Rapids - 08 
Gildseth, Bruce & Helen - Hermantown - 08 
Gjessing, Morris - Moose Lake - 08 
Gray, Bernice - Hibbing - 08,09 
Hagestuen, Don & Sonja - Aitkin - 08 
Hall, Bill & Lou - Moose Lake - 08,09 
Halls, Edward & Clara - Hermantown - 08 
Hansen, Lawrence & Claudine - Duluth - 08 
Hardwig, Richard & Inez - Littlefork - 08,09 
Heald, Cleone - Pengilly - 08 
Helvig, Robert & Esther - Grand Rapids – 08 
Helvig, Sheryl Harapat & Richard - Gr. Rapids - 09  
Henningsen, Grant & Lori - Hermantown - 08 
Hensel, John - Minneapolis - 08,09 
* Heikkila, Marlene - Virginia - 09  
* Hill, Jeffrey & Sharry - Cook - 09  
Hofeldt, Dave & Laurel - Oakdale – 08 
* Hoag, Greg & Donna - Hibbing - 08 
Holleque, Rev. Erik & Mary - Hibbing - 08 
Human Touch Stores  - Cook - 08 
Jenkins, Gene & Marilyn - Cook - 08 
Johnson, Brian & Judy - Aurora - 08,09 
Johnson, Keith & Lori - Hendersonville, NC - 08 
Johnson, Kent & Birgit - Bloomington - 08,09 
Johnson, Rev. Moe & Marge - Saint Paul - 08 
Johnson, Wallace & Ellen - Two Harbors - 08 
Jowaski, Esther - Cook - 08 
Kampen, Charles & Pamela - Grand Rapids - 08 
Latvala, Robert & Mary Jane - Nashwauk - 08 
Leamon Mercantile, Ken Clark - Superior, WI - 08 
Leinum, Arvid & Barbara - Int'l Falls - 08,09 
Lewis, Jim & Sharron - Grand Rapids - 08 
Lipke, Allen & Jennifer - Hibbing - 08 
Lothner, David & Marcia - Duluth - 08,09 
Machones, Joe - Duluth - 08,09 
* Marty, Katherine Evensen & Martin - Roseville – 08 
Mattson, Louis & Peggy - Pengilly - 09 
Mayfield, Shawn & Sara - Lakeville - 08 

Schow, Don & Ruth - Cloquet - 08 
Schroeder, Philip - West Des Moines, IA - 08 
Seidelmann, Tom & Julie - Duluth - 08 
Solinger, Joyce - Mt Iron - 08 
Sorensen, Patricia - Superior, WI - 08 
Splett, Elmer & Karen - Cloquet - 08,09 
Ulland, Robert & Myrna - Duluth - 08 
Waters, Ed & Mary Jean - Chisholm - 08,09 
Weum, John & Janell - Eden Prairie - 08 
Yernberg, Margaret - Red Wing - 08,09 
Hotchkiss, Matt & Amy - Lakeville – 08��
 
 Builder Level: $100-$249   
Ahrlin, Jim & Ginny - Eveleth - 08 
Alsop, Bob & June - Duluth - 08 
Anderson, Catherine - Duluth - 08 
Anderson, Gerald & Elaine - Hibbing - 08 
Anderson, Roy & Audrey - Duluth - 08,09 
Aronson, Madge - Littlefork - 08 
Bailey, Bert & Mary - Buffalo - 08,09 
Bakken, Jon & Mary - Waterville - 08 
Barrick, Joseph & Margaret - Mechanicsburg, PA - 08 
Bauman, Bill & Jeannine - Virginia - 08 
Bender, Angeline - Grand Rapids - 08 
Bergeland, Dan & Marjorie - Duluth - 08 
Blomberg, Clem & Carol - Nashwauk - 08 
Bolstad, Karen - Brooklyn Center - 08 
Borreson, David - Broomfield, CO - 08 
Bristow, Jack & Janice - Sioux City, IA - 08 
Brown, Bruce & Carolyn - Sun Lakes, AZ - 08 
Brown, Richard - Deer River - 08,09 
Carlson, Steve & Sandy - Hibbing - 08 
Chase, Rodger & Carol - Grand Rapids - 08 
Christensen, Richard & Patricia - Hermantown - 08,09 
Churchill, Gene & Sandy - Chisholm - 08,09 
Crockett, David & Shirley - Virginia - 08 
Cummings, Kent & Jane - Aitkin - 08,09 
Davidson, Deron & Sheila - Virginia - 08 
Dennie, Joe & Nancy - Tower - 08 
Diede, Jim & Tina - Cohasset - 08 
Eldredge Hess, Rev. Nancy - West Ossipee, NH - 08 
Ellingson, Duane & Louise - Aurora - 08 
Erickson, Roger - Grand Rapids - 08,09 
Erie, Erik & Kristin - Hoyt Lakes - 08 
Evans, Virginia - Hibbing - 08,09 
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Throughout the last 11 years over 4600 campers and over 360 Staff 
have had their faith journeys nurtured under the leadership of Pastor 
Paul Leslie.  We celebrate Paul’s new call to ministry at Zion Lu-
theran Church in Grand Rapids and would like to offer you the oppor-
tunity to recognize his leadership with VLM. 
 

I would like to honor “Pastor’s Paul’s” service to VLM by making this 
gift to support: 
 ____   # campers x $300 ~ Campership 
 ____   # staff x $2000 ~ Sponsor a Staff member, or   
            $ ____   to support this summer of ministry 

~Partnership~   Ron Olson flipping, sanding, re-
finishing the siding at Camp Hiawatha’s main 
house/office building. Another crew helped create 
a new office space and inside renovations. 

The remainder of the Camp Hiawatha “Tend & Nour-
ish” funds were recently used to remodel our Staff 
housing and office at the camp.  This was a much 
needed improvement, especially as we welcomed our 
interim Program Director, Joy Halstead this year.  
 
“Tend & Nourish” funds were also used at Camp 
Vermilion to re-locate the Program House and begin 
site preparation for the new Dining Hall.   
 
Please take the opportunity to see these projects next 
time you visit Camp Vermilion and Camp Hiawatha.  
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George is originally from Rose-
ville, MN and his home congrega-
tion is Roseville Lutheran Church. 
 
Healthcare/Waterfront Supervisor: 
Kaitie Kautz is a senior at the  
University of MN, Twin Cities. 
Kaitie is originally from Owa-
tonna, MN and her home congre-
gation is Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Owatonna, MN. 

Camp Vermilion 
 
Community Director: 
Kristin Gilbert is a senior at Con-
cordia College in Moorhead, MN. 
Kristin is originally from Deer 
River and her home congregation is 
Bethany Lutheran Church. 
 
Assistant Community Director: 
George Shardlow is a senior at Lu-
ther College in Decorah, IA. 

Canoe Country Director: 
Michael Larsen currently resides 
and works in the Twin Cities. 
Michael is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Twin Cit-
ies. Michael is originally from 
New Ulm and his home congre-
gation is Grace University Lu-
theran Church in Minneapolis. 
 

Summer ’09  Leadership Staff 
 
VLM is blessed to have an outstanding Staff coming together as the 2009 Summer Leadership Team. 
There is a richness of gifts and talents that this group has and continues to share with the community, the 
programs and the many ministry opportunities of VLM. Please start getting to know them by reading on: 

Seasonal Staff at the VLM Corporation Meeting in Grand Rapids 
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People who participate in our Builders Program provide leadership, energy, vision and resources for 
both Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.  VLM Builders continue to build on the legacy of care and 
dedication created by the first Builders of our two camps.  The following people have made a 
commitment to give an annual financial contribution specifically to our Builders Program to support 
and sustain the ministry of Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry.  Our heartfelt thanks goes to this special 
group of camp friends for their faithfulness to this wonderful ministry. 

 

2008 & 2009 BUILDER MEMBERS to 05/15/2009 

Voyageurs Level:  $1000 and over 
Anderson, Dennis & Betty - Deer River - 08,09 
Bradley, Mike & Cynthia - Duluth - 08 
Brown, Tom & Pam - San Luis Obispo, CA - 08,09 
Drangstveit, Lois - Ely - 08 
Hagen, Ron & Kathy - Stillwater - 08,09 
Hartmann, Lenore - Roseville - 08 
Hill, Louise - Hibbing - 08 
Hill, Richard & Audrey - New Bern, NC - 08 
Kniffen, June - Nashwauk - 08 
Kovall, Matt & Muriel - Ely - 08 
Leslie, Rev. Paul & Karen - Grand Rapids - 08 
Liesmaki, Chris & Terry - Hibbing - 08 
Ludlow, Mark & Sally - Cook - 08 
Moore, Herb & Jan - Aurora - 08,09 
Murray, Bob & Barb - Littlefork - 08 
Olds, Ted & Susan - Brainerd - 08 
Solem, Darryl & Kathy - Cohasset - 08,09 
Thureen, Dan - Moorhead - 08 
Torgerson, Karolyn - Hibbing - 08 
 
Trailblazer Level:  $500 - $999 
Abelsen, Jim & Julienne - Duluth - 08,09 
Abrahamson, Kevin - Cook - 08,09 
* Abenth, Joel & Amie - Cook – 08 
Alt, Ken & Patti - Angora - 08 
Bean, Bill & Debbie - Hibbing - 08,09 
Dangelo, Naomi - Aurora - 08 
Friest, Phil - Edina - 08 
Houglum, Dave & Sandy - Yorktown, VA - 08,09 
Johnson, Donald & Laviere - Mesa, AZ - 09 
Klapatch, Mike & Jill - Chisholm - 08 
Long, Duane - Duluth - 08,09 
Matson, Keith & Jan - Deer River - 08,09 
Mattson, James & Liane - Eagan - 08 

Miller, Jeffrey & Anita - Columbia, SC - 08 
Negley, Don & Leanne - Babbitt - 08,09 
Odegard, Bill & Norma - Cohasset - 08 
Paulu, Gordon & Arylene - Shoreview - 08 
Philibert, Fambora & Janice - Minneapolis - 08 
Scheuring, Rick & Julie - Cook - 08 
Tibbetts, Bill & Brenda - Cook - 08,09 
Young, Dave & Lois - Grand Rapids - 08,09 
 
Pioneer Level:  $250 - $499 
Allen, Cliff & Lois - Deer River - 08,09 
Bockbrader, Rev. Rollie & Tracy - Esko - 08 
Booth, Richard & Linda Lee - Grand Rapids - 08 
Braaten, Bruce & Paula - Minnesota City - 08 
Braaten, LaVerne & Lucille - Virginia - 08,09 
Crockett, Rev. Brian & Ginger - Brevig Mission, AK - 08 
Docken, Kevin - Deer River - 08 
Edwards, Bob & Nancy - Lake Nebagamon, WI - 08 
Gaulke, Martin & Laura - Cloquet - 08,09 
Geving, Keith - Eagan - 08 
Gilbert, Jeff & Kathy - Deer River - 08,09 
Hagen, Roy & Bea - Cloquet - 08,09 
Hornfeldt, Anders & Marion - Shoreview - 08 
Ingersoll, Tim & Janine - Superior, WI - 08,09 
Kuznia, Darin - Las Vegas, NV - 08,09 
Larson, Donald & Janice - Moose Lake - 08 
Lindgren, Richard - Bloomfield Hills, MI - 09 
Miller, Ken & Harriet - Duluth - 08,09 
Mlaker, Warren & Betty - Cook - 08,09 
Munson, Rev. Roger & Helen - Duluth - 08 
Nelson, Virginia - Virginia - 08,09 
Our Savior's Lutheran WELCA - Aurora - 08,09 
Pepski, Jeff & Kathy - Plymouth - 08 
Romslo, Michael - Int'l Falls - 08 
Rude, Lois - Deerwood - 08 
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Northeastern Minnesota Synod On-Line Reflections 
 

Bishop Tom Aitken 
 

Here's a plug for Summer Bible Camp: I am urging all rostered leaders, all parents of 
youth, Sunday school teachers and all those who teach Confirmation or work with youth 
from pre-school through Senior High to help sign up your youth to go to camp this sum-
mer! There is time - don't let the calendar scare you. Any number of our Lutheran camps 
will be quite accommodating in signing up youth for camp. There are openings! 

I, along with many of you, can say without a doubt that a significant part of our Christian identity was 
strengthened immensely through church camp. Our Christian faith is personal, but never private. Through the 
incredible Bible Camp Counselors at any of our area camps, Christian faith is nurtured personally, but lived 
out corporately. A week of summer camp immerses you in a faith community that bears incredible fruit.  
 
Think of how young people are influenced by their peers--by peers just a little older than themselves--and by 
pastors and leaders who go to camp with them, along with the energetic and faithful college age Counselors 
who sing, act out skits, pray, and teach the Bible. More than that, Bible Camp Counselors live in the same 
cabin for a week with our precious youth, demonstrating what a faith community lives like and inculcating 
lifelong faith practices of devotions, Bible reading, prayer, and just good old-fashioned conversation about life.  
 
Think for a moment about your camp experience (imagine it, if you have never gone). You are away from 
home. Maybe a good friend is with you, maybe not. You are excited and a little scared at the same time. You 
discover everyone else is pretty much in the same situation by the end of the first night. From the time the first 
rays of sun filter into your cabin of campers until the evening devotion in that same cabin is shared, grace has 
been not only talked about, but modeled.  
 
By the end of the week - you don't want to go home! You want to stay and keep on praying, singing, learning 
from Scripture, seeing and 
doing "faith skits," swim-
ming, laughing, gathering for 
meals and bonding with 
Counselors. I know - I was 
one of them. I know, I have 
seen the tears as the week's 
campers get back on the bus 
or in vans to go home: tears 
of gratitude and joy for hav-
ing been part of real faith 
experience. Summer Bible 
Camp is an investment of a 
lifetime. Let's make it hap-
pen for the ones God has 
given us charge over. 
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Trail Shack Coordinator: 
Kali Benrud served as the VLM 
Camp Vermilion Retreat Host  
this past winter. Kali is originally 
from Twig, MN and her home 
congregation is Grace Lutheran  
in Hermantown. 
 
Camp Vermilion Food Service 
Director:  Kai Abrahamson is a 
junior at the University of Wiscon-
sin, River Falls. Kai is originally 
from New Richmond, WI and his 
home congregation is Bethany 
Lutheran in Star Prairie, WI. 
 
 

Camp Hiawatha 
 
Community Director: 
Stephanie Anderson is a senior at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, 
MN.  Stephanie is originally from 
Maplewood, MN. Her home con-
gregation is Roseville Lutheran. 
 
Assistant Community Director: 
Nate Berkas is a senior at Concor-
dia College in Moorhead, MN. 

Christine Kennedy is a junior at 
Luther College in Decorah, IA. 
Christine is originally from Wash-
ington, IA and her home congrega-
tion is St. James Catholic. 
 
Michael Lee is a junior at North 
Dakota State University. Michael 
is originally from Grand Forks, 
ND and his home congregation is 
United Lutheran. 
 

Nate is originally from Maple-
wood, MN and his home congre-
gation is Roseville Lutheran  
 
Healthcare/Waterfront Supervisor: 
Luke Paquin is a junior at Gusta-
vus Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
MN.  Luke is originally from 
Grand Rapids, MN and his home 
congregation is the Alliance 
Church of Grand Rapids. 
 
VLM Food Service Director: 
Jan Soltis has been the lead cook 
at Camp Hiawatha for ten years. 
Jan and her family reside in Nash-
wauk, MN and their home congre-
gation is Nashwauk Lutheran. 
 
Day Camp Coordinators: 
Rich Holleque is a junior at Lu-
ther College in Decorah, IA. Rich 
is originally from Hibbing, MN 
and his home congregation is Our 
Savior’s Lutheran.   
 
Brian Heuer is from St. Paul, MN 
with Roseville Lutheran as his 
home congregation. 

Karolyn Torgerson, long time 
volunteer at camp. 
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Kathy and I have been married 
for 36 years.  We live in Deer 
River and our home church is 
Bethany Lutheran.  We have 
three children.  Our oldest son 
Steve lives near Brainerd.  He is 
married to Ronni and they have 2 
sons, Garrett, 3 and Aiden 2 
months.  Justin, our middle son 
lives in Hoonah, Alaska and 
works for the Federal Forest Ser-
vice as a fire fighter. Our young-
est, Kristin, has just graduated 
from Concordia College and will 
be working for Lutheran Volun-
teer Corp in Chicago as a youth 
director at a church.  Kathy and I 
are both retired, but I still build 
cabinets in my shop.  We love to 
travel to AZ in the winter, spend 
time on Deer Lake in the sum-

mer, and spend time with our 
kids and grandkids.  We are 
both active with TEC (Teens 
Encounter Christ) and sing in 
our church choir.  We also 
have many hobbies that keep 
us busy. 
Our first interest in the camps 
came years ago when our 
youth groups used to go out to 
Hiawatha and clean, paint, and 
help fix up the dorms.  They 
also used to have retreats there 
and we were a part of that.  
Also Kristin started going to 
camp when she was in 2nd 
grade and has gone to 
camp many different 
years since then.  For the 

past four years she has 
worked at the camp in dif-
ferent capacities.  We really 
didn’t get to know Vermil-
lion until a couple years ago 
when we visited Kristin 
there, but fell in love with it.  
All of these experiences and 
time spent at the camps have 
helped form our love of the 
camps. 
We really don’t have any 
camp stories, but we do en-
joy going to Camp Hiawatha 
for campfires when Kristin 
is there.  It is awesome to 
see the excitement of the 
staff and the campers as they 
sing the great camp songs in 
God’s great outdoors! 

Kathy, Kristin & Jeff Gilbert 

We have seen the positive life 
experiences that the camp has 
provided for Kristin and other 
staff and we want to support the 
camps so that other children 
might be able to have great ex-
periences too. 
Our hopes and dreams for VLM 
are that both camps can be sus-
tainable over the years.  We need 
to keep campers coming to the 
camps, keep retreats of all types 
happening, and be able to keep 
hiring young people to work at 
the camps. 

Arylene & Gordon Paulu pictured by Jon 
Bakken at Vermilion’s 45th Anniversary. 
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Gordon Paulu is one of the five men 
who were instrumental in the pur-
chase of the former boys’ camp that 
subsequently became Camp Ver-
milion. He and his wife Arylene 
have been married for 65 years and 
currently live in Shoreview, MN. 
They have 3 children, 5 grandchil-
dren and 3 great grandchildren. 
 
Although they are slowing down a 
little bit, Arylene is still able to 
drive them to their many activities 
and Gordon provides a challenge to 
his children and grand-children to 
find projects for him to work on in 
the workshop of their apartment. 
 
In 1959, Gordon and his family 
lived in Duluth and were members 
of First Lutheran where he was 
Scoutmaster of the Boy Scout 
Troop. It was because of this in-
volvement with the Boy Scouts that 
his Pastor asked him to check out a 
campsite with other churches for a 
possible Bible Camp.  On seeing 
the property on Lake Vermilion 
with 3000 feet of beautiful heavily 
wooded shoreline and over 60 acres 
of land, he was hooked, and went to 
work to use his sales ability to “sell 
the camp” to the churches of the 
Range & Lake Superior Confer-
ences then served as Secretary of 
the Camp Board for 11 years. 
 
Gordon looks back at this time and 
counts the acquisition of the camp 
and the development of the camp 
corporation as one of the greatest 
events of his life. His involvement 
with Boy Scouts had shown him the 

value of camping and outdoor ac-
tivities for boys and young men, 
and he felt that the same type of 
experience for both boys and girls 
in a faith-centered setting would 
provide outstanding opportunities 
for growth in faith. 
 
Although his involvement on the 
Board ended when he was trans-
ferred to St Paul in 1965, he and 
Arylene have continued to support 
the camp financially throughout 
the years and always look forward 
to receiving the newsletters and the 
“Traveler” to keep up with what is 
happening at camp. They have also 
enjoyed seeing how the Staff have 
come and gone and how they have 
grown through their involvement 
with Camp Vermilion. 
 
This included their middle son 
Boyd who was fortunate enough to 
serve on the Board of Camp Ver-
milion in the mid ‘80’s while he 
was a member of Our Saviors in 
Cloquet. For Boyd it was quite an 
honor to follow in his father’s foot-
steps, even for a short time. 
 
“As the 50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion approaches, it has been inter-
esting to visit about “camp” and 
the wonderful times that we had as 
a family participating in the early 
work days that made a somewhat 
rundown camp usable. For exam-
ple: planting trees where logging 
had been done to provide lumber 
for new cabins and building the 
cabins. The trips to churches all 
over the Iron Range and Lake Su-

perior for annual meeting and 
other Camp events were always 
family outings. And it has been 
fun to remember all of the people 
from Board members to Camp 
Staff to the campers, there have 
always been wonderful people 
involved with “Camp”. 
 
There are many stories that could 
be told, but Boyd likes to remind 
the family that they left him at 
camp when they moved to St Paul. 
He had spent a week at camp and 
followed that with a canoe trip 
while the family moved to their 
new house which Boyd had not 
even seen. He didn’t really mind 
as he was having a great time in 
“canoe country” as the rest of the 
family suffered with some of the 
hottest weather of the summer. 
 
“Camp Vermilion has, from the 
start 50 years ago, been an impor-
tant part of the Paulu family, even 
as we have moved on to other 
places and endeavors. The knowl-
edge that the camp is there provid-
ing faith-based outdoor experi-
ences for youth and families 
brings us a tremendous amount of 
pride that we have had a small 
part in its success.” 
 
“We wish for the continued suc-
cess and growth of the Camp and 
hope that 50 years from now other 
families will be able to look back 
at their experiences with Camp 
and the people they meet and/or 
work with in the same fond man-
ner as we do.” 


