
  

 

 
 
 

2009 Annual Meeting and Celebration of the  
Corporation of 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
 

February 6th 2010 at 11 a.m. 
 

United in Christ Lutheran Church 
201 Station 44 Road 
Eveleth MN 55734 

 
 

We gather each year not only to do the business of the Corporation, but also to celebrate VLM.  
We gather to celebrate the ministry and the mission by recognizing the work done by your 
Staff, your Board, your volunteers and your families.  We will review the past year and look 
forward to the year to come.  We will sing and share in a meal.  We will lift up the ministry of 
Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion and the thousands who pass through these places each 
year.    
 
The Board of Directors and Staff wish to thank you for your commitment to VLM and the  
support of your Outdoor Ministry.  We look forward to celebrating with you! 
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Voting Eligibility: 
 
Each Pastor and all VLM Delegates from our member congregations are eligible 
to vote during the meeting.  In addition to your pastor(s), member congregations 
may have one (1) voting Lay Delegate for every 500 confirmed members that 
your congregation records report.   
 
Visitors are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
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A Capital Appeal to Strengthen Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 2009 Update of Activity 
 
 
 
 

Total Received 
in 2009 

Total Cash and In-
Kind Received 2000

-2009 

Total Funds Spent 
On Projects 
2000-2009 

Borrowed to date 
For Annual Fund 

Total T/N Funds 
Available 

$16,131.52  $790,953.64  $667,885.36  $136,476 $192,111 

   It has been recommended by the VLM Board and the Executive Director that the “Tend and Nourish” 
efforts in 2009 be limited to fundraising, finalizing the architectural drawings and completing the Pro-
gram Cabin move.  This will allow the organization to continue to pay itself back and begin to generate 

enough capital with hopes to move forward in 2010. 

Proposed Building 
 
Main Floor 
 Summer Dining for 162 
 Winter Dining for 114 
 Loft 
 Year-Round Professional Kitchen 
 Bathrooms 
 3-Season Porches 
 Fireplace Area 
 Welcome Center 
 

Lower Level 
 Canteen 
 Large Group Space 
 Trail Shack/Retreat Kitchen 
 Storage 
 5 Bedrooms with bathrooms 
 Family Bathroom 
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“Tend & Nourish” Capital Campaign Memorials 
 

In Memory Of:  Given By: 
 
Tom Deibert Michael & Darlene Nielsen 
Ruth Holm Michael & Darlene Nielsen 
Annika Noel Natasha Oreskovich 
Greg Olson Rev. Dave & Carol Solberg 
Bob Simmons Ruth Simmons 
Denise Watters Michael & Darlene Nielsen 
 
 

Tend & Nourish” Capital Campaign Honorariums 
 
In Honor  Of:                                                     Given By:   
 

Mary Thydean Bernie & Kathy Barich 
2009 Graduating Seniors of Our Savior's, Virginia Women of the ELCA Our Savior's Lu-
theran 
Katie Blenkush Stephen & Julia Blenkush 
Teddy Blenkush Stephen & Julia Blenkush 

Up to $100  
Anderson, Kressen - Minneapolis 
Beihoffer, Dale L - Aitkin 
Bolstad, Karen - Brooklyn Center 
Bustrom, Kirk & Sarah - Hill City 
DeLack, Scott & Leah - Littlefork 
Holbeck, Phil & Judy - Two Harbors 
Larsen, Michael - Minneapolis 
Linnertz, Connie - Minneapolis 
Mayfield, Shawn & Sara - Lakeville 
Rasmussen, Richard & Yvonne - Tucson, AR 
Ronning, Kara - Hibbing 
Skumatz, Primus & Kim - San Antonio, TX 
Stone, Anders & Pat - Chisholm 
Toole, Rick & Joy - Britt 
Our Savior's Lutheran - Virginia 
Our Savior's Lutheran Youth - Virginia 
Women of the NEMN ELCA 
 Zion Lutheran Falls WELCA - Int'l Falls 
 
$100 - $249 
Brakke, Paul & Kathy - Greenwood, IN 
Anonymous  
Danielson, Paul & Kim - Esko 
Etter, Eldon & Barb - Zim 
Heikkila, Marlene - Virginia 
Koscik, Ken & Becca - Madison, WI 
Landsverk, Arvel & Gloria - Aitkin 

Mattson, Roger & Karen - Duluth 
Littlefork Lutheran WELCA - Littlefork 
Our Savior's Lutheran WELCA - Aurora  
Sorenson, Anna & Jake - Ferryville, WI 
Woodrow, Dale & Mary Beth - Aitkin 
 
$250 - $499 
Westward, Steve & Eileen -Aitkin 
Landsverk  Doug & Susan - Aitkin 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Virginia 
Parmer, Nolan & Karen - Prescott, AR 
Schoon, Rev. Sue - St. Paul 
Thydean, Mary - Littlefork 
Tinquist, Jerry & Cherry - Cohasset 
Wickman, Robert & Virginia - Grand Rapids 
 
$500 - $999  
Trinity Lutheran - Duluth  
Abrahamson, Kevin - Cook 
Gilbertson, Allen & Karen - Grand Rapids 
Philibert, Jan - Minneapolis 
Our Savior’s Lutheran WELCA - Aurora 
Littlefork Lutheran - Littlefork 
 
$1000 or more 
Eggert, Keith & Cynthia - Bovey 
Moore, Herb & Jan - Aurora 
Troutwine, Phil & Mary - Gilbert 

“Tend & Nourish” Donations 
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10:30 a.m. Registration and Coffee 
  
10:45 Music Camp Staff 
  
11:00 a.m. Call to Order Darryl Solem 
  
 Devotion Rev. Emily Rova-Hegener   
 Reports     
  President’s Report Dennis Anderson 
  Executive Director’s Report Joel Abenth 
  Program Director’s Report Joy Halstead      
  Committees’ Report     
    
11:45 a.m. Lunch & Marketing Team Discussion    
  
12:30 p.m. Business Session 
    
 Approval of  2008 Annual Meeting Minutes Darryl Solem 
  
 Recognitions 
  Outgoing Board Members  
   
 
  Old Business 
  Camp Vermilion’s 50th Anniversary  Karolyn Torgerson 
          
  Camp Vermilion Dining Hall Joel Abenth 
     
  
 New Business 
  2010 Budget Presentation   
  Approval of New Congregational Membership   
  Board Member Election 
       
    
 Announcements 
  2010 Calendar Highlights Joel Abenth 
    
 Adjournment and Fellowship 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
2009 Annual Meeting and Celebration 

Saturday, February 6th, 2010 - 11:00 a.m. 
United in Christ Lutheran Church, Eveleth, MN 



6 

 
CAMP CORPORATION MEMBERS 

 
 Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry was formed in June of 1990 when Camp Hiawatha of Deer River and 
Camp Vermilion of Cook merged.  Camp Hiawatha is a former LCA camp with 80 acres of land on 
Deer Lake and has a gentle terrain which slopes down to a beautiful sandy beach.  There is housing for 
128 people year-round.  Camp Vermilion has a rugged terrain with hills; was a former ALC camp with 
368 acres on Lake Vermilion.  Vermilion’s summer housing for 120 is nestled among some old and 
many newly planted red & white pine trees, as is the Retreat Center which houses 36 for winter use.  
 
 Our mission statement reads:  “Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry provides opportunities for Christ-
centered spiritual growth, leadership development, and outreach in God’s great Northwoods.” 
 
Below are the 76 ELCA churches which are part of Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry’s Corporation.  
 
 

Aitkin               First Lutheran Church                
Aitkin               St. John's Lutheran Church            
Alango             St. Paul's Lutheran Church            
Aurora              Our Savior's Lutheran Church         
Babbitt              Evangelical Lutheran Church          
Bear River         Bear River Lutheran Church          
Bigfork              Bigfork Lutheran Church  
Bovey               Bethel/Trinity Lutheran Church    
Brainerd First Lutheran Church                
Buhl                  First Lutheran Church                
Castle Danger   Our Savior's Lutheran Church        
Chisholm          Faith Lutheran Church                
Cloquet             Bethel Lutheran Church               
Cloquet             Our Savior's Lutheran Church        
Cloquet             Zion Lutheran Church                 
Cook                  Trinity Lutheran Church              
Cromwell           Bethany Lutheran Church              
Culver                Faith Lutheran Church                
Deer River         Bethany Lutheran Church              
Deer River         Suomi Lutheran Church               
Deerwood         Salem Lutheran Church                
Duluth               Faith Lutheran Church                
Duluth               Family Of God Lutheran Church       
Duluth               First Lutheran Church                
Duluth               Good Shepherd Lutheran Church        
Duluth               Kenwood Lutheran Church              
Duluth               Our Savior's Lutheran Church         
Duluth               Trinity Lutheran Church              
Duluth               Zion Lutheran Church    
Effie                   Fredheim Lutheran Church                          
Ely                      Grace Lutheran Church                
Embarrass         Hope Lutheran Church          
Eveleth/Gilbert United in Christ Lutheran Church               
Finland              Zion Lutheran Church                
Floodwood       Hope Lutheran Church                  
Grand Marais   Bethlehem Lutheran Church    
Grand Rapids   St. Andrew's Lutheran Church  
Grand Rapids   Zion Lutheran Church    

Hackensack St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Hermantown        Grace Lutheran Church               
Hibbing            First Lutheran Church               
Hibbing            Holy Trinity Lutheran Church        
Hibbing            Our Savior's Lutheran Church        
Hovland            Trinity Lutheran Church             
Hoyt Lakes       Faith Lutheran Church               
Int'l Falls           First Lutheran Church                
Int'l Falls           Zion Lutheran Church                 
Iron                    Faith United Lutheran Church         
Jacobson           Carmel Lutheran Church 
Keewatin           Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Knife River        Knife River Lutheran Church         
Littlefork            Littlefork Lutheran Church          
Loman                 Bethany Lutheran Church        
Lutsen                Lutsen Lutheran Church  
McGregor Grace Lutheran Church              
Moose Lake      Hope Lutheran Church                
Mt. Iron              Messiah Lutheran Church             
Nashwauk          Nashwauk Lutheran Church            
Orr                      Calvary Lutheran Church              
Palo                    St. Mark's Lutheran Church            
Pine River          First Lutheran Church               
Proctor               Bethlehem Lutheran Church   
Proctor Immanuel Lutheran Church         
Saginaw             St. John's Lutheran Church           
Silver Bay          Sychar Lutheran Church              
Soudan              St. Paul's Lutheran Church           
Superior             Bethel Lutheran Church                        
Talmoon            Jesse Lake Lutheran Church          
Tofte                  Zoar Lutheran Church                
Tower                 Immanuel Lutheran Church            
Two Harbors     Bethlehem Lutheran Church           
Two Harbors     Emmanuel Lutheran Church          
Virginia              Gethsemane Lutheran Church         
Virginia              Our Savior's Lutheran Church       
Warba                Bethel Lutheran Church    
Wright               Bethlehem Lutheran Church                               
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 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

2009 
 

Chairperson:  
 

Dennis Anderson - Bethany Lutheran, Loman - 2010 ** 
 

Director of Financial Development: 
 

Mike Bradley -  Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Duluth - 2010 
 

Directors: 
 

Catherine Anderson - First Lutheran, Duluth - 2009 ** 
 

Sarah Bustrom - Zion Lutheran, Grand Rapids - 2009 * 
 

Joe Dennie - Our Savior’s Lutheran, Virginia - 2009 * 
 

Jeff Gilbert - Bethany Lutheran, Deer River - 2011   
 

Don Hagestuen - First Lutheran, Aitkin - 2011 
 

Rev. Emily Hegener-Rova, United in Christ, Gilbert  - 2010 ** 
 

Barb Murray - Littlefork Lutheran, Littlefork - 2011 
 

Darryl Solem - Zion Lutheran, Grand Rapids - 2009 *  
 

* Up for re-election into 2nd possible term 
** Resigned or term is complete 

 
 
 
 

 

VOYAGEURS LUTHERAN MINISTRY 
MISSION STATEMENT 
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YEAR-ROUND STAFF 
2009 

 

Joel Abenth - Executive Director 
Patti Alt - Office Manager 

* Kali Benrud - Retreat Host (till May) 
* Kevin Docken - Camp Hiawatha Site Director (till Aug) 

* Jim Olson - Camp Hiawatha Interim Site Director 
* Rev. Paul Leslie - Camp Director (till Feb) 

* Joy Halstead - Program Director 
Julie Scheuring - Administrative Assistant 

Rick Scheuring - Camp Vermilion Site Director 

 

* On Staff Part of 2009 
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2009 Camp Delegates 

Aitkin, First,  Don & Sonja Hagestuen 
                                                   Dave Hommes 
Angora, St. Paul’s Lester & Nancy Erickson 
 Judith Renmoe 
Aurora, Our Savior's Steve & Lori Ekman  
 Bill Maki 
Babbitt, Evangelical Rev. Charles Barnes 
Bovey, Bethel-Trinity Ruth Rudnic 
Brainerd, First                           Ted Olds 
Cedarbrook, St. John's Helen Winslow 
Chisholm, Faith Gene & Sandy Churchill 
Cloquet, Bethel Keith Jutila 
Cloquet, Our Savior’s Jan Larson 
 Robert & Jane Oswold 
Cloquet, Zion Kathy Mills 
Cook, Trinity Liz Cheney 
Cromwell, Bethany Peggy & Terry Olson 
Deerwood, Salem Deborah Carlson 
                                                   Raye Cragun 
Duluth, Faith  Jergan Fuhr 
Duluth, Family Of God  Julie Fredrickson 
Duluth, First Tom Whittaker 
Duluth, Kenwood Duane Long 
 Roger & Karen Mattson 
Duluth, Our Savior's Pam Merrier 
Duluth, Trinity                          John & Nancy Bergson 
                                                  Joanne Robson 
Embarrass, Hope Naomi Ranisate 
Eveleth, United In Christ Daniel & Laurie Oates 
                                                  Thomas & Lori Ross 
Finland, Zion Education Committee 
Floodwood, Hope Adam Schminski 
Grand Rapids, St. Andrew’s Sheila Salo 
Grand Rapids, Zion Jim Cagel 
  Steven Ross 
Hackensack, St. Paul's LuVerne Sommers 
Hermantown, Grace                   Brett Gunderson 
 Gary Loberg 
Hibbing, First Janine Johnson 
 Ann Vucetich 
Hibbing, Our Savior's Keith Eggert 
  Nancy Hukka 
  Glenn Melchert 
Hoyt Lakes, Faith Roger Pagel 
In'tl Falls, First Jane Christenson 

  Ron & Lynn Rogers 
Int'l Falls, Zion Rev. Stephen Olson 
 Jim Stavseth 
Iron, Faith United                     Glen & Maureen Arola 
Jacobson, Carmel Kimberly Siikanen 
Knife River Lutheran Debbie Allert 
Littlefork Lutheran Mary Thydean 
Loman, Bethany Bill & Karen Anderson 
McGregor, Grace Davey Warner 
Moose Lake, Hope Paul Olson 
Mt Iron, Messiah David Paakkonen 
Nashwauk Lutheran Charlie & Amy Campbell 
Orr, Calvary Maxine Olson 
Palo, St. Mark's Pat Ratzlaff 
Pine River, First Lisa Erickson 
Proctor, Bethlehem Andy Livingston 
 Pastor Jeff Holter 
Proctor, Immanuel Nancy Eilefson 
Saginaw, St. John's Barb Sinkkonen 
Silver Bay, Sychar Nathan & Lisa Skoglund 
Talmoon, Jesse Lake Joyce Olsen 
  Denyse Trebs 
Tower, Immanuel Jarri Ankrum 
Two Harbors, Bethlehem Alan Ringer 
Two Harbors, Emmanuel Phil & Judy Holbeck 
Virginia, Our Savior's Aaron & Kris Merhkens 
Warba, Bethel Al Bunes 

A delegate represents the congregational body at all camp corporation meetings with all the 
privileges and responsibilities of voting.  Camp Delegates are a vital link between the church 
and the camp.  We are excited to work together in ministry with these individuals.  On behalf 
of the camps, we thank our 2009 delegates for their time, energy and commitment.  



9 

 

Endowment 
Chair - Darryl Solem, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Jim Abelsen, Endowment Committee Member 
Dennis Anderson, VLM Board of Directors 
Phil Troutwine, Committee Member 
 
 
Executive 
Chair - Dennis Anderson, Bethany,  
    Loman and Southlake, TX  
Vice Chair - Darryl Solem, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Finance Chair - Michael Bradley,  
    Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Duluth  
Secretary - Joe Dennie, Our Savior’s, Virginia  
�

Finance 
Chair - Michael Bradley, Good Shepherd, Duluth 
Dennis Anderson, Bethany, Loman and Southlake, TX 
Sharon Bloomquist, Bethlehem, Grand Marais 
Darryl Solem, Zion, Grand Rapids 
 
 
Hiawatha Site 
Chair - Don Jacobson, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Lee Ringdahl, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Jim Lewis, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Jerry Tinquist, Zion, Grand Rapids 
 
 
Marketing 
Barb Murray, Littlefork Lutheran 
Pastor Dave Stevens, Faith-Chisholm & First-Hibbing 
Katya Ouchakof – Madison, WI 
Myrna Peterson - St. Andrews, Grand Rapids 
Sarah Bustrom – Zion, Grand Rapids 
Kristine Hubbard – Lindstrom, MN  
Aaron Mehrkens – Gethsemane, Virginia 
 

Membership 
This committee is under construction 
 
 

“Tend & Nourish”  
Chair - Joe Dennie, Our Savior’s, Virginia 
Don Hagestuen, First, Aitkin 
Sarah Bustrom, Zion, Grand Rapids 
Todd Lauer, Iron 
Ruth Simmons, Our Savior’s, Virginia 
Bill Bauman, Gethsemane, Virginia 
Larry Baldwin, Our Savior’s, Hibbing 
 
Vermilion Site 
Chair - Eric Stoller, Trinity, Cook 
Barb Murray, Littlefork 
Bill Bauman, Gethsemane, Virginia 
Brian Fulkerson, Trinity, Cook 
Irv Gustafson, Trinity, Cook 
Steve Ekman, Our Savior's, Aurora 
Keith Johnson, Our Savior’s, Aurora 
Kent Miller, St Paul, MN 
 

 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
Committees 

 
Meet MYRNA PETERSEN of Grand Rapids, 

our new Volunteer Delegate Coordinator! 
 

Myrna Petersen has been connected with VLM 
through Camp Hiawatha where she helped with site 
and program leadership in the 1980’s.  Since then, 
she has been one of our biggest advocates in her 
congregations (Bethany, Deer River and most re-
cently at St. Andrews in Grand Rapids).  Myrna’s 
new role with VLM will be to help inform and en-

gage the Delegates at our member congrega-
tions.  She will assist the VLM staff with our Dele-

gate training and communications.  In addition, 
Myrna will be helping to plan opportunities for 

Delegates to gather and share ideas about how to be 
advocates for Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermil-
ion in their congregations.  Myrna also serves on 

the VLM Marketing Team. 
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Female Counselors  
* Day Camp  Coordinator 

Sara Alworth                  
Laura Castle         
Kerri Cottingham      
Lacey Davidson 
Jessica Etter                
Karisa Etter                    
Sabrina Hawkinson       
Rachel Loeffler-Kemp              
*Christine Kennedy      
Bethany Klemetsrud     
Laura Mills                
Jaimie Olsen        
Kelsey Peterson     
Katie Ringer 
Ann Solyst                 
Biz Sorenson  
Katie Spooner  
    
Staff-In-Training  
Alexi Baldwin         
Nicole Feralin        
 
 
 
 
 

Male Counselors   
Josh Dansdill            
Michael Jordan     
Dan Lattu                
Michael Lee*        
Jordan Lutz            
Brian Heuer *       
Rich Holleque*      
Andrew Messer      
Brent Perrault        
   
Guides 
Breezy Garrison     
Gary Prebeck         
Kyle Sumnicht 
 
Additional Guides   
Andrew Berry 
John Hensel 
Michael Larson 
Tom Stiles 
 
Driver  
Roger Erickson 
 
Houseboat Captains 
Darryl Solem 
Lee Ringdahl 

2009 Summer Staff & Resource People 

 

Camp Vermilion - Leadership & Support Team 
Community Director              Kristin Gilbert        
Asst. Community Director     George Shardlow     
Waterfront/Health Care         Kaitie Kautz             
Music/Worship                      Jeremy Nilson          
Canteen/Counselor/etc. Andy Arola  
Canoe Coordinator               Michael Larsen        
Trailshack Kali Benrud   
CV Weekend Host           Sarah Bustrom          
CV Food Service Dir.      Kai Abrahamson     
Cook Koty Berg           
Cook Monita Gibson        
Thurs-Sunday Lead Cook   Bonnie Stevens   
Thurs-Tues Cook Pamela Anderson   
Site Manager Rick Scheuring 
Camp Hand (July)               Ross Hartman         
Volunteer/Resource Person Karolyn Torgerson            
Volunteer Naturalist Lori Gordon                                      
 
Camp Hiawatha - Leadership & Support Team 
Community Director Stephanie Anderson   
Asst. Community Director Nate Berkas              
Waterfront/Health Care Luke Paquin               
VLM Food Service Dir.     Jan Soltis              
Cook                   Mia Krueger             
Cook Hannah Ahlberg             
Site Manager      Kevin Docken                 
Camp Hand         Dave Docken                 
Volunteer/Resource Person  Dan Thureen                     

Volunteer / Resource People 
John & Gail Abrahamson, New Richmond 
Ken Ahlberg, Duluth 
Reed Alt, Angora 
Brett Amundson, Duluth 
Jesse Bailey, Pine River 
Tom  Berkas, Maplewood 
Brittany Bean, Minneapolis 
Neal Cannon, Roseville 
Liz Cheney, Angora 
Rev. John Dietz, Hibbing 
Ben Durbin, Duluth 
Mark Enfield, Stillwater 
Kris Erie, Hoyt Lakes 
Brian Fulkerson, Cook 
Brett & Sarah Gunderson, Hermantown 
Rev. Paul Hadland, Cloquet 
Lori Hall, Merrifield 
Don Jacobson, Deer River 
Janine Johnson, Hibbing 
Rev. Paul & Karen Leslie, Grand Rapids 
Megan Liesmaki, Northfield 

 
Rev. Paul Lutter, St. Peter 
Megan Moroff, Minneapolis 
Ross Murray, Minneapolis 
Lee Ringdahl, Grand Rapids 
Dave Roerick, Grand Rapids 
Nikki Rud, Grand Rapids 
Bob Skogen, Two Harbors 
Darryl & Kathy Solem, Cohasset 
Mrs. Carmen Solem, Grand Rapids 
Rev. Melissa Stoller, Cook 
Kim Sturtz, Duluth 
Brenda Tibbetts, AIM, Virginia  
Rev. David Tryggestad, Duluth 
Deb Westerberg, Duluth 
Lindsey Westman, Duluth 
Jackie Weum, Cook 
Katie Lange, Deer River 
 
We give thanks to all clergy, laity and musicians who 
participated in worship at both Camp Hiawatha and 
Camp Vermilion this summer. 



11 

 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
Board Chairperson 

January 2010 
 

Dear VLM Members, Pastors, Campers, Staff, Delegates, Builders, Alumni & Friends, 
 
Endings and beginnings, openings and closures.  The end of one year brings the start of another year and 
with it more opportunity to serve the great and wonderful God who has given us His love and grace.  VLM 
has provided that opportunity for me for the last six years and I cannot begin to tell you how much it means 
to me, Betty and my family. 
 
I will be leaving the VLM Board after my two terms with great hope for the future of the organization.  We 
have two wonderful facilities in Camp Vermilion and Camp Hiawatha.  We could not hope to duplicate the 
camps, locations and majestic settings of our facilities in this day and age.  That “WOW FACTOR” is 
tempered by the hard fact that we have had about 50% use of those facilities in the last two years.  By that I 
mean that our camps and programs have capacity to easily handle twice as many campers.  In fact, of the 
1000 (+/-) young people who attended our summer programs in 2009, including the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Trips, only about half are from our owner churches.  That means that we really have about 25% use 
by our owner/member churches.  That is far too low if VLM is to survive in its present form.  VLM needs 
your participation if we are to continue this wonderful mission opportunity that we have. 
 
I would like to commend and thank my fellow members on your Board of Directors.  They are faithful 
servants all: giving hours, days, weeks and months of service, as well as financial support, in order to 
provide a safe and secure environment for our children, and grandchildren, not to mention the adult 
education and retreats that VLM affords us.  It has been my privilege and honor to serve with them for the 
past 6 years. 
 
VLM has become very steady and forward-looking under the leadership of Joel Abenth as our Executive 
Director.  He, Amie and Ella have quickly become a part of the fabric of VLM.  Joel is striving to increase 
camp usage, working with member churches, recruiting churches from outside our region, controlling costs, 
singing in Sunday School Programs… and the list goes on and on!!  We are truly blessed to have his 
service.  The balance of the Staff is a strong core for carrying out our mission.  Julie, Rick, Patti, Joy, Jan 
and Jack deserve all the “Atta boys and Atta girls” we can share with them.  Every time you see them, 
please thank them for all they do!! 
 
I would also like to thank all the volunteers who have donated countless hours and dollars toward the 
betterment of our camps.  Without that effort we surely could not offer the quality experience for the 
children and adults who use the camps. 
 
As I see it, VLM is at a crossroads.  On the one hand, we have tremendous opportunity to experience the 
GREAT GOD who provides so much for us in the Great North Woods.  On the other hand, that continued 
opportunity, to see His work, understand His grace and share in His ministry will be threatened if we do not 
use the facilities and camps that He has so generously provided.  We must all use the camps and programs 
that VLM offers or they will not be able to be maintained. 
 
Although I will not be able to attend the 2010 Annual Meeting I wish to thank you once again for the 
opportunity to serve during the past 6 years. 
 
Peace to all and May God Richly Bless you all! 
 
Dennis Anderson 
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Executive Director 2009 Report 
 

Greetings to all of you, the VLM Community!  As we gather in Eveleth for the VLM Annual Meeting and 
Celebration for 2009 it will be my 2-year anniversary as your Executive Director.  It seems hard to imagine 
how much has happened in just those two years, but much has happened.  As VLM and I have grown 
together over the last two years, we have celebrated birthdays, said goodbye to treasured staff, welcomed 
new members of the community and supported each other through the many ups and downs of tough 
economic times.  Change always accompanies new leadership and, at the same time, we root ourselves in 
the mission and tradition of the community.  Thank you for growing with me! 
 
Much has been done in GOD’S GREAT NORTHWOODS! 
A year ago, we discussed how 2009 would be a pivotal year for VLM…and it was!  It was a year of change 
as we said goodbye to two friends and year-round staff members of the VLM Community.  In February, our 
Camp Director, Pastor Paul Leslie accepted a call to Zion Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids as Associate 
Pastor.  Then in August, our Camp Hiawatha Site Director, Kevin Docken left and is now working on the 
Pipeline that is being built across NE MN.  Their nearly 4-decades of combined ministry has touched many 
in VLM community and we celebrate their work.  Julie, Patti and Rick remain a blessing to the VLM 
mission.  Their dedication and work ethic continues to impress me.   
 
With staff departures comes new faces, and in October Joy Halstead became our full time Program Director 
after an eight-month interim.  Her passion for Outdoor Ministries and professionalism is such an asset to 
VLM.  We are excited for the next step that VLM is taking with program and staff development and the 
new ways that campers, families and churches can be part of Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.   
Also in October, we welcomed Jim Olson as our Interim Camp Hiawatha Site Manager.  Jim is from Grand 
Rapids and has been holding down the fort at Camp Hiawatha well.  He has been focusing on some special 
projects with our buildings and grounds and is great with our volunteers.  We are blessed to have him.  We 
are planning to keep Jim on as interim until the end of the 2010 summer at which time we will be moving 
forward with a full time position. 
 
Bonnie Stevens of Hibbing, joined the staff in a part time role and has been a blessing to our kitchen and 
retreat ministries.  In addition, Bonnie helped us with some interim Bookkeeping.  At the end of 2009, we 
adapted Jan Soltis’ position as Food Service Director.  In 2010, Jan will be our new VLM Hospitality 
Coordinator and will oversee both on- site kitchens, year-round food service, and our Retreat Ministries. 
Throughout all these staff changes, we were able to reduce spending and increase revenue.  Our mid-year 
projections did not look good.  However after a very successful 50th Anniversary for Camp Vermilion, a 
dedicated worshipping community at Camp Hiawatha and an overall increase in Member Congregation and 
Builder support, we were able to end the year better than we thought.  We still need to do more to get VLM 
into the black financially, but the pendulum is swing the right way.  This is good because people need what 
we do! 
 
There is much still to do in GOD’S GREAT NORTHWOODS! 
This next year will be just as pivotal for VLM.  Our efforts in 2009 helped prepare the ground for the seeds 
of ministry in 2010.  We still need to balance the budget.  We still have lower camper numbers than we 
need to fill the two camps.  We still have congregations that are not meeting their PCM goals.  We still have 
a Dining Hall that needs to be built at Camp Vermilion.  We still have to pay ourselves back the money we 
borrowed over the last 18 months.  We still have ministry to do!  In 2010, we will focus our efforts on the 
Programs, People and Places that make up the VLM Community in an effort to continue to provide 
Opportunities for Christ-centered Spiritual Growth, Leadership Development and Outreach in God’s  
Great Northwoods! 

Respectfully submitted,   
Joel Abenth 
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Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
Program Director 

Annual Report 2009 
 
 

“I love you Lord, and I lift my voice. To worship you, oh my soul rejoice. Take joy, my king, in what you 
hear and let it be a sweet, sweet song in your ear.” 
 
Whether it be at Staff training in the Log Lodge at Camp Hiawatha or around the campfire at Camp 
Vermilion, this beautiful song echoed through the treetops at both sites each week this past summer.  I have 
fond memories of Staff and campers “circling up”, wrapping their arms around each other and lifting their 
voices in praise and worship to our amazing Creator God. 
 
It truly is great to be alive in God’s Great Northwoods. 
 
The 2009 Summer Bible Study theme was A Still Small Voice.  Staff, campers and welcomed guests in the 
community gathered together daily, in small and large groups, for experiential worship and to explore the 
question, “How does ‘God’s Still Small Voice’ speak in our lives and our world?” A goal for this summer 
was to really get all campers thinking about how they connect to the theme in their daily lives, whether or 
not they are physically at camp.  Each day the camp, day camp, houseboat or canoe country communities 
explored this question by studying and living out the Fruit of the Spirit.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  (Galatians 5: 22-23) 
 
The 2009 summer camping season started with Summer Leadership Training. Leadership teams, day camp 
coordinators, canoe guides and kitchen teams for both Camp Vermilion and Camp Hiawatha gathered 
together for two days of devotions, planning, cleaning and service.  Together they explored the summer 
theme and studied 1 Kings 19:11-13 in preparation of the summer theme.  This hardworking team worked 
and worked. Not only did they work well together as a group they did so with patience and grace.  During 
leadership training the team had the opportunity to take part in a Habitat for Humanity house rehab.  We 
began the day with a wonderful devotion with Pastor Amy Eismann, spent the day literally ripping 
everything out of the house and then enjoyed a donated lunch from a local restaurant.  It was a great day full 
of fun partnering opportunities!  After leadership training, the team went in a few directions to prepare the 
sites for two weeks of Staff training.  This summer during training, the Staff were introduced to a variety of 
gifted alumni, pastors, youth directors, a parish nurse and local volunteers who presented on a variety of 
topics helping to equip them for the summer programs and people they would be leading. 
 
In my somewhat biased opinion, VLM had an excellent 2009 summer Staff.  VLM had 49 Staff for the 
entire summer, three outstanding summer-long volunteers, who are considered Staff, Karolyn Torgerson, 
Dan Thureen and Lori Gordon.  We had one month-long volunteer - Ross Hartmann.  VLM also had four 
fantastic former guides who were Staff during the really busy canoe country weeks: John Hensel, Andy 
Berry, Michael Larson and Tom Stiles and three great bus/houseboat drivers: Roger Erickson, Darryl Solem 
and Lee Ringdahl. VLM gives thanks for their leadership and their willingness to be part of the VLM 
summer community. VLM also gives thanks and praise for all the volunteers, resource people, youth 
directors and pastors who were willing to show up at Camp Vermilion or Camp Hiawatha this summer to 
work, share their ministry and their gift of presence. Thank you! 
 
Summer 2009 was, overall, a good summer, yet it was also filled with much transition. I am thankful for the 
patience and flexibility of the summer and year-round Staff. As summer 2010 nears I continue to find my 
schedule very full with much planning and preparing. I am grateful for the experiences from this past 
summer and look forward to what is to come during this new year.  
 
God’s blessings and peace ~ 
Joy Halstead 
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Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Committees 
 

2009 Endowment Committee Report 
 
2009 was a year of ups and downs.  On the down side, the “Leaving a Legacy” luncheons had to be cancelled due 
to lack of interest.  This marketing campaign to offer advice and tools to help maximize gifting to the Endowment 
proved to be challenging.  On the upside, the markets finally grew stronger.  The fund received a $340 gift from a 
donor in May.  During the Camp Vermilion Fifty Year Anniversary in July, we had people ask how they could 
help with the Endowment Fund.  So the message is being heard. 
 
In early May the decision was made to move the bulk of our funds, $35,027 or eighty-five percent, to the Thrivent 
Moderate Aggressive Account.  The remaining balance of $6,465 or fifteen percent to remain in the money market 
account.   
 
One of the reasons for the Endowment is to continually give back to our ministry.  With that in mind the 
Committee recommended and the Board approved the distribution of some income from the fund.  A total of 
$3,000 was distributed:  $500 for scholarships, $500 for Christian education and $2,000 for capital improvements.                     
After the distribution of $3,000 the total fund balance as of December 28, 2009 was $45,225, or an increase of five
-percent year-to-date.  The Moderate Aggressive Account balance was $38,759 and the money market account 
balance was $6,465. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Darryl Solem, Endowment Committee Chair 
 

 
Financial Report 2009 

 
The world-wide economic recession did not by-pass VLM.  In most cases it is discretionary or disposable income 
that supports the operation of the two camps.  Unfortunately, that is the first item that is cut in the family budget 
when times get tough, and that is what happened to some of the people on the Iron Range. 
 
VLM submitted an unbalanced budget or a shortfall of $8,000.00 for 2009.  Total revenues were budgeted to be 
$653,000 with expenses budgeted at $661,000.  The forecasted $661,000 of expenses represented an $85,000 
decrease from the actual 2008 expenses.  The actual expenses for 2009 were $680,000, $19,000 higher than 
projected. 
 
Total revenues came in above those projected.  The Annual Fund revenues came in $35,000 over those projected: 
$170,000.  Annual Fund being:  PCM’s, Builders and certain revenues not associated with camping fees.  Program 
income: camper fees, BWCA and houseboat fell short of projections by almost $60,000.  Fewer BWCA trips, 
houseboats and campers in the camps can be attributed to:  2009 being a Youth Gathering year to some extent, but 
the recession was the primary reason.  Special projects (golf outing) and miscellaneous incomes helped abate the 
mid-year projected $60,000.00 shortfall to $16,000. 
 
This shortfall was financed by borrowing from the “T&N” funds.  To date we owe ourselves approximately 
$136,000.00.  The fund was established for the renovation of the camps. 
 
The proposed budget for 2010 is recommended for approval.  The expense side showing a slight increase:  3%.  
This is necessary to finance the almost 10% increase we anticipate in revenues with preregistrations for the BWCA 
and houseboats up over $60,000.00.   If we were to budget for a decrease in expenses it would have to be at the 
expense of the entire program.  Doing so we would have to consider shutting one of the camps in order to meet 
budget.  The revenue side of the budget is already showing signs of an economic recovery. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Bradley, Treasurer 
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Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion Site Update 
 

Some of Camp Hiawatha’s 2009 Work Projects: 
 
�� Log Lodge leveling work 
�� Water System for shoreline restoration - thank you, Dan Thureen 
�� Created an apartment in the Office/Housing building 
�� Completely renovated the original living quarters in the Office/Housing building 
�� Volunteer help completely re-did the siding on the Office/Housing building 
�� Partially stained the Dining Hall/Chapel & Retreat Center 
�� Stump removal 
 
Some of Camp Vermilion’s 2009 Work Projects / Upgrades: 
 
�� Installed interior knotty pine paneling in the three lakeside cabins 
�� New dock decking on the Sauna Dock 
�� Trenched and buried lakeside electrical lines 
�� Moved the Program House to new location and new foundation 

�� Renovated the bathroom at the Program House 
�� Updated electrical service 
�� Landscaped 

�� Planted 2,500 red pine  
�� Bud-Capped 7,000 recently planted red and white pine trees 
�� Select cut clean-up of trees continues   
�� New windows installed at Boathouse 
�� Painted the Priest House 
�� Built new picnic tables for the Camp Vermilion 50th Anniversary 
�� Routed and painted new cabin signs 
 
 
 
 

 

Battle Creek Middle School of St. 
Paul in their 5th year of planting trees 

at Camp Vermilion. 

Vince Krause, Bob Pearson and 
Tom Whittaker from First Lu-

theran, Duluth, working on  
Boathouse windows. 

Joel, Dan, Kevin, Doug Routt 
(current Deer Lake Assoc Pres), 
Tom Brown (Past Pres), and Lori 
Dowling, Itasca County Commis-

sioner in front of the award-winning 
shoreline restoration effort. 
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2007  T&N 

Totals 
2008 T&N 

Totals 
2009 T&N 

Totals 
2009         

Individuals 
2009 

WELCA   
2009 

CONG 
Overall 
Totals 

Aitkin, First  11832.89 8117.82 987.52 987.52 0.00 0.00 36531.17 

Aitkin, St. John's  0 0 0       0 

Alango, St. Paul's  20.00 0 0       20.00 

Aurora, Our Savior's  1420.00 1210.00 2055.25 1000.00 1055.25 0.00 11096.25 

Babbitt, Evangelical  0 0 0       405.00 

Bear River  0 0 0       0 

Bigfork  0 0 0       0 

Bovey, Bethel/Trinity  0 0 0       0 

Brainerd, First  0 0 0       0 

Buhl, First  0 0 0       119.00 

Chisholm, Faith  0 0 0       100.00 

Cloquet, Bethel  15.00 0 0       15.00 

Cloquet, Our Savior's  150.00 50.00 0       200.00 

Cloquet, Zion  200.00 0.00 0       1116.00 

Cook, Trinity  1315.00 620.00 650 650.00     8385.00 

Cromwell, Bethany  0 0 0       0 

Culver, Faith  0 0 0       0 

Deer River, Bethany  0 290.00 0       9176.13 

Deer River, Suomi  0 0 0       25652.39 

Deerwood, Salem  0 0 0       2200.00 

Duluth, Concordia  0 0 0       500.00 

Duluth, Faith  0 0       300.00 

Duluth, Family of God  1800.00 100.00 0       4023.18 

Duluth, First  525.00 0 0       725.00 

Duluth, Gloria Dei           0 

Duluth, Good Shepherd  4000.00 0 0       14675.00 

Duluth, Kenwood  250.00 0 200 200.00     770.00 

Duluth, Our Savior's  1790.00 540.00 100 100.00     8815.00 

Duluth, Trinity  0 1600.00 500     500.00 2100.00 

Duluth, Zion 0 0 0       25.00 

Effie, Fredheim  0 0 0       0 

Ely, Grace  0 0 0       75.00 

Embarrass, Hope  0 0 0       300.00 

Eveleth, United in Christ  20.00 0 0       70.00 

Finland, Zion  0 0 0       100.00 

Floodwood, Hope  0 0 0       0 

Grand Marais, Bethlehem  0 0 0       0 

Grand Rapids, St. Andrew's  1725.00 0 0       1895.00 

Grand Rapids, Zion  13219.02 2671.47 1659 1659.00     58719.75 

200.00 

Hackensack, St. Paul's  0 0 0       0 

Hermantown, Grace  0 0 0       1000.00 

VLM Corporate Church Membership “Tend & Nourish” Information 
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Hibbing, First  0 15,000.00 0       15,100.00 

Hibbing, Holy Trinity  0 0 0       0 

Hibbing, Our Savior's  4,335.00 3,650.00 1,055.00 1,055.00     73,492.63 

Hovland, Trinity  0 0 0       2,000.00 

Hoyt Lakes, Faith  0 0 0       1,166.00 

International Falls, First  0 100.00 0       1,286.79 

International Falls, Zion  200.00 100.00 0       500.00 

Iron, Faith  300.00 60.00 185.00 185.00     11,915.00 

Jacobson, Carmel  0 0 0       0 

Keewatin, Good Shepherd  0 0 0       0 

Knife River  0 0 0       2,045.00 

Littlefork  1,799.64 1,669.90 1,294.00 619.00 175.00 500.00 5,678.88 

Loman, Bethany  0 0 50.00 50.00     4,997.61 

Lutsen  0 0 0       0.00 

McGregor, Grace  0 0 0       0.00 

Moose Lake, Hope  0 0 0       1,161.36 

Mt Iron, Messiah  0 0 0       99.00 

Nashwauk  0 0 0       500.00 

Orr, Calvary  1,000.00 0 0       1,000.00 

Palo, St. Mark's  0 0 0       0 

Pine River, First  0 0 0       0 

Proctor, Bethlehem  0 0 0       413.91 

Proctor, Immanuel  50.00 0       50.00 

Roseville  25.00 0 0       25.00 

Saginaw, St. John's  20.00 0 0       20.00 

Silver Bay, Sychar  50.00 50.00 0       100.00 

Soudan, St. Paul's  0 0 0       0 

Superior, Bethel  0 0 0       0 

Talmoon, Jesse Lake  201.25 13.00 0       954.25 

Tofte, Zoar  0 0 0       0 

Tower, Immanuel  0 0 0       50.00 

Two Harbors, Bethlehem  100.00 50.00 0       150.00 

Two Harbors, Emmanuel  910.00 0 40.00 40.00     950.00 

Two Harbors,, Our Savior's CD 0 0 0       0 

Virginia, Gethsemane  0 0 0       124.00 

Virginia, Our Savior's  12,688.37 10,091.42 5,355.00 4,385.00 150.00 745.00 53,499.68 

Warba, Bethel  0 0 0       0 

Wright, Bethlehem  0 0       0 

Corporation Totals 46,033.61 14,130.77 10,930.52 1,380.25 1,745.00 366,387.98 

Anonymous Gifts 53,500.00         78,552.39 

3,077.00 2,000.75 1,922.00 78.75 0.00 346,013.27 Non-Corporation Gifts 

0 

CITY 
2007  T&N 

Totals 
2008 T&N 

Totals 
2009 T&N 

Totals 
2009        

Individuals 
2009 

WELCA   2009 CONG 
Overall T&N 

Totals 

Overall Totals 102,610.61 16,131.52 12,852.52 1,459.00 1,745.00 790,953.64 

0 
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VOYAGEUR’S LUTHERAN MINISTRY 2008 ANNUAL MEETING 
United Methodist Church, Grand Rapids, MN 

February 7,  2009 
  

 
Music:  Dan Thureen led those in attendance with music selections. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Anderson at 11:15 a.m.  Devotions were provided by Pastor M. 
Stoller of Cook & Katya Ouchakof 
 
 A MOTION BY BILL BAUMAN WAS MADE WITH SUPPORT FROM DA VE HOLMES TO ACCEPT 
THE MINUTES OF 2008.  MPU 
 
Reports: 
· President: D. Anderson reviewed his report with highlights of VLM finances & the building project at Vermilion.   
Future of VLM is excellent, but we need to use the camps as an extension of our church.  We need the member churches 
to step up and meet their PCM obligations.  Why do we need the camps?  We sit by the camp-fires, experience the pres-
ence of God while listening to the message, spreading the word.  We ask for your support. 

· Executive Director: Joel Abenth indicated he visited 40 churches this past year; established visibility with the synod; 
had informational meetings for delegates so they know what is expected of them while supporting their camps.  Joel also 
introduced Rick Scheuring as the new Maintenance Director at the Vermilion site. 

· Camp Director: Paul Leslie reviewed his time with VLM and highlighted segments of his report included within the 
annual report itself.  He thanked everyone for their support over his past ten years as Camp Director. 

· Finance: Daryl Solem reviewed the finance report since Mike Bradley was absent.  The number of campers was 
down this year which precipitated the low revenue flow. The PCM of all churches would have given VLM an additional 
$100,000 if all churches would have met their commitment in the last 4 years.  Daryl also reviewed the endowment fund. 

 
 A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE ABOVE REPORTS WAS MADE BY DON  JACOBSON WITH SUPPORT 
FROM DON HAGESTUEN.  MPU 

  
Old Business: 

Vermilion Kitchen:  
 Joel Abenth reviewed the Vermilion kitchen condition and referenced page 19 of the annual report.  He will give 
more detail later under new business. 

 
New Business: 
Budget: Joel reviewed the proposed 2009 budget.  He indicated it was a “bare bones” budget for this next year given the 
state of the economy.  He also noted that the budget contained no salary increases for the period. 

 
  It was moved by Sarah Bustrom to approve the 2009 budget as submitted.  Her motion was supported 
by Tom Whittaker.  MPU 
 

BY-LAW CHANGES:  
Joel Abenth presented changes to the VLM By-Laws as printed in the annual report.  Part 2 was accepted with 
no comments; Part 3 received comments about voting, participation & payment of the PCM obligation.  Part 7-1 
received some comments about the number of total Board of Directors.  Part 7-5 was clarified by Joel with a 
comment that members could be from the ELCA and/or other denominations. 

 
  It was moved by Bob Oswald with support by Dave Holmes that the by-law  changes be approved.  MPU 
 

Board Nominations: 
Joel Abenth provided information regarding candidates recommended by the Nominating Committee and rec-
ommended that the following individuals be elected to the VLM Board:  Jeff Gilbert, Sharon Bloomquist, Don 
Hagestuen & Barb Murray to fill current openings on the Board. 
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  A motion was made by Bill Bauman with support by Sonja Hagestuen to elect the above individuals to 
the Board.  MPU   

 
Other: 

Paul Leslie was recognized for his service to VLM for the past ten (10) years and presented with gifts from the Board, 
churches & individuals.  

 
Announcements: 
· Camp Vermilion’s 50th Anniversary will be held on July 12th -17th this summer. 

· There will be a Thrivent Partnership dinner this evening at the Sawmill in Grand Rapids. 
A reminder about the 2009 Calendar highlights, workdays and Staff training was given by Joel Abenth. 

 
Having no further business, a motion was made by Jessica Cox with support by Don Hagestuen to adjourn the meet-
ing at 3 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Joe Dennie, Secretary 
   

 
“The greatest gift of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it”! 
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  2009 2009  2010 

 Actual Budget  Proposed 

Annual Fund      

Congregational Support $72,149.00 $65,000.00  $71,500.00 

Women of the ELCA $6,048.00 $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Builders $64,626.00 $52,000.00  $57,140.00 

Groups & Individuals $24,505.00 $28,000.00  $23,600.00 

Offerings $20,339.00 $11,000.00  $15,000.00 

Fund Raisers $16,587.00 $8,000.00  $15,500.00 

Annual Fund Income $204,254.00 $169,000.00  $187,74 0.00 

     

Special Funds     

Memorials $12,784.00 $6,000.00  $8,200.00 

Grants $13,683.00 $12,000.00  $10,800.00 

Other Grants $1,000.00 $0.00  $0.00 

Special Funds Income $27,467.00 $18,000.00  $19,000 .00 

     

Program Income      

In-Camp Revenue $178,763.00 $221,100.00  $194,300.00 

Hockey Camp $18,335.00 $30,750.00  $29,000.00 

Family Camp $2,995.00 $10,000.00  $8,500.00 

Half-Pint Camp $2,640.00 $2,625.00  $3,975.00 

L.O.S.T. formerly SHS $1,825.00 $1,000.00  $2,000.00 

Fine Arts Camp $0.00 $9,700.00  $3,325.00 

Houseboat Camp $10,580.00 $14,304.00  $35,300.00 

Day Camp $25,536.00 $20,500.00  $24,280.00 

BWCA Voyageur Canoe $51,401.00 $50,020.00  $97,850.00 

Canteen $32,640.00 $33,925.00  $38,500.00 

Retreat Income $67,235.00 $57,500.00  $61,600.00 

Total Program Income $391,950.00 $451,424.00  $498, 630.00 

     

Misc. Income $39,972.00 $15,000.00  $12,600.00 

Misc. Income $39,972.00 $15,000.00  $12,600.00 

     

Total Revenue $663,643.00 $653,424.00  $717,970.00 

VLM Budget  - Revenue  
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VLM Budget  - Expense  
     

  2009 2009  2010 

 Actual Budget  Proposed 

General Administration      

Year-Round Payroll $175,273.00 $185,991.00  $205,440.00 

Pension/Medical/Taxes $91,662.00 $80,083.00  $84,163.00 

Travel/Education $2,933.00 $2,050.00  $2,930.00 

Office Administration $43,481.00 $37,879.00  $50,562.00 

Financial Development $6,899.00 $8,400.00  $11,800.00 

Property Insurance $22,218.00 $28,280.00  $22,800.00 

Interest $1,705.00 $0.00  $500.00 

Misc. Administration $6,002.00 $1,526.00  $8,610.00 

Canteen $22,494.00 $23,000.00  $24,790.00 
General Administration 

Total $372,667.00 $367,209.00  $411,595.00 

     

Program Expense     

VLM Staffing Expense $7,730.00 $7,760.00  $8,450.00 

Community Brochures/PR $2,590.00 $2,600.00  $2,600.00 

Misc. Summer Community $7,964.00 $11,550.00  $10,950.00 

Day Camp $1,112.00 $700.00  $1,200.00 

Hockey Camp $5,093.00 $8,000.00  $6,625.00 

Houseboat Program $5,139.00 $7,000.00  $17,750.00 

Fine Arts $0.00 $1,000.00  $600.00 

Summer Staff $99,667.00 $89,525.00  $103,000.00 

Food $46,283.00 $53,000.00  $49,900.00 

Retreat Program $1,297.00 $2,650.00  $1,000.00 

 Retreat Staff $14,376.00 $8,000.00  $10,300.00 

Retreat Marketing $488.00 $400.00  $500.00 

Retreat Food $8,839.00 $8,000.00  $12,200.00 

Misc. Retreat $0.00 $2,000.00  $0.00 

Program Expense Total $200,578.00 $202,185.00  $225 ,075.00 

     

Facility Expense     

Maintenance $20,559.00 $26,800.00  $18,000.00 

Utilities $38,229.00 $44,000.00  $43,200.00 

Vehicles $13,167.00 $11,516.00  $13,800.00 

Misc. Facilities $5,428.00 $1,000.00  $1,000.00 

Special Projects $29,395.00 $9,000.00  $5,300.00 

 Facility Expense Total $106,778.00 $92,316.00  $81 ,300.00 

     

Expense $680,023.00 $661,710.00  $717,970.00 
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VLM is honored to present the following new congregations for membership approval in 2010: 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church – Duluth, MN  
Our mission statement at Concordia in Duluth is: "To know Christ Jesus and the power of his resurrection." VLM offers 
young people opportunities to come to know Jesus through the beauty of nature, the richness of the programming, the en-
gaging worship, and, most importantly, through the lives and witness of the staff. Faith is caught as well as taught, and 

VLM is a place where it's easy to be caught by the love of God. 
 

 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church – Duluth, MN  

Jesus once asked his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?"  When he asked them this question, they were in Caesarea 
Philippi, a distance away from their usual surroundings.  Reflecting on Jesus' life and their relationship with him, the con-
fession of Peter, and Jesus' words about discipleship that follow strengthened them in their own identity as disciples.  Glo-
ria Dei sees Voyageur's Lutheran Ministry as a partner in such discipleship - not only for youth but for disciples of all 
ages.  Sometimes being a distance away from usual surroundings, for summer camp or a retreat, or having a day camp in a 
familiar setting but an out of the ordinary schedule, can help growing disciples focus again on what matters on our journey 
of faith - relationships with God, with one another, and with all creation.   
 
 

Roseville Lutheran – Roseville, MN 
Coming soon 

 
 
 
 

2009 Board Nomination Report 
 
The VLM Corporation base is quite large and it is our hope to have a good representation from our entire area on our 
Board.  Hence, the Board of Directors increased by 2 members in 2007 to an overall size of the Board to 11 members.  Ac-
cording to our By-Laws - each Board Member may be elected to 2 repetitive terms.  Below is an overview of Board mem-
bers (a full list of Board members is on page 5 of this report):   
 

Current Term expires at the end of 2011 
Don Hagestuen – First, Aitkin (2nd term) 
Jeff Gilbert – Bethany, Deer River (1st term) 
Barb Murray – Littlefork Lutheran (2nd term) 
*Sharon Bloomquist – Bethlehem, Grand Marais (1st term) 
 
Current Term expires at the end of 2010 
*Dennis Anderson – Bethany,  Loman (2nd term) 
Mike Bradley – Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Duluth (2nd term) 
*Rev. Emily Hegener-Rova, United in Christ, Gilbert (1st term) 
 
Current Term expires at the end of 2009 
**Catherine Anderson – First, Duluth (1st term) 
Sarah Bustrom – Zion, Grand Rapids (1st term) Re-applying 
Joe Dennie – Our Savior’s, Virginia (1st term) Re-applying    * resigning end of 2009 term 
Darryl Solem – Zion, Grand Rapids (1st term) Re-applying    ** resigned July 2009 
 
 
Following is our slate of nominees for VLM’s Board of Directors.  We’ve asked them to share a little bit about them-
selves... 
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Returning Board Member Sarah Bustrom 
 

Family Introduction & Profession:  
Hello! I'm Sarah Bustrom.  I have a wonderful husband, Kirk and three lovely children, Brian (16), Alec (14) and Kate 
(10).  I spend my days teaching Mathematics at Hill City School, just south of Grand Rapids.  My evenings are spent at the 
pool with the kids.  I coach Kate's swimming team and help out as much as I can with the boy's high school team.  Kirk 
owns his own business as an athletic trainer in Duluth. 
 

What hobbies do you enjoy? 
As a family, we enjoy boating, golf, yard football, camping in the BWCA, fishing, downhill skiing and, of course, swim-
ming.  Individually, I like to have quiet time to read, walk and knit.  I have also been known to participate in a triathlon or 
half marathon on occasion.  I am really hoping to do more of that this summer. 
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past? 
For the past few years I have been a VLM Board member.  I have been involved with VLM since 1979 when I first went 
there as a camper.  In1989, 1990, and 1991 I was a Staff member.  I started sending my kids to camp in 1999 and they 
have not missed a year since.  In 2009 I was back at VLM as the Camp Vermilion Weekend Host.  I can't get enough!!  I 
love it! 
 

Why are you interested in serving on the VLM Board at this time? 
 I remain interested in VLM because of the past, present and future.  I want to see VLM continue for many, many genera-
tions.  It is a place I call home and want my kids and many others to call home. It is a special place. I want to see it serving 
and enlightening others for years to come. 
 
 

Returning Board Member Joe Dennie 
 

Family Introduction:  
Born in Duluth, raised in Wrenshall (“Cabbage Capitol of the World”), graduated in 1961 (so my ring could be put on any 
way & it still was 1961 when you looked at it), graduated UMD 1966, moved to Virginia, MN - taught in Virginia 
(automotive) for 10 years, took a job in Eveleth for 24 years with MnSCU; retired in 1999, moved to Lake Vermilion in 
1999, built my home and moved the rest of the family in 2001.  Have 5 children (2 girls/3boys) & 6 grandchildren.  Was 
on VLM Board in 1980's & was again asked to be a member in 2007. 
 

Profession:    
Educator at high school & Administrator at college level. 
 

What hobbies do you enjoy?   
Woodworking, snowmobiling, boating, vacations & sightseeing. 
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past? 
As a Board member, parent of a camper, camper (Men’s Retreat), worker & supporter. 
 

Why are you interested in serving on the VLM Board at this time?  
To assist in making sure the camp(s) stay around for a long time since those who attend camp will be the lifeblood of all 
future churches. 
 
 

Returning Board Member Darryl Solem 
 

Family Introduction: Wife Kathy, hunting dog Kaja. 
 

Profession: Retired from CH Robinson Company- Logistics/Transportation Manager. 
 

What hobbies do you enjoy? Golfing, Hunting, Fishing, Travel, Curling, Snowmobiling.   
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past? VLM with Board and Houseboat Captain. 
  
Why are you interested in serving on the VLM Board at this time? It is a wonderful ministry that touches so many 
lives in God’s great Northwoods. 
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New Board Nominee Sholom Blake 
Home Congregation: St. Andrews    
 

Family Introduction : 
Wife – Jenny, Children: Mercede – 16 (Daughter), Reid – 12 (Son), Justine – 11 (Daughter) 
 

Profession:  Certified Public Accountant 
 

What hobbies do you enjoy?  
Fishing, hunting & coaching youth hockey 
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past?   
I was a camper at Hiawatha as a kid and I performed an audit of the organization’s financial statements a few years 
ago.  My two daughters have also been campers at Hiawatha for several years. 
 

Why are you interested in serving on the VLM board at this time? 
I see it as an opportunity to give back to an organization that has and will continue to provide great fellowship ex-
periences for me and my family and other families throughout the region. 
 
 
New Board Nominee:  Tom Berkas 
Coming Soon 
 
 
 

New Board Nominee Paula J. Ziems 
 

Home Congregation:  Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Duluth, MN   

 

Family Introduction:   
My husband, Patrick, and I have been married for 8 years and we have a 7-year-old son, Benjamin. We adopted Ben-
jamin from Guatamala and brought him home on December 24, 2003. Both my husband and I are very active in our 
son’s life. I coach Ben’s soccer team and his flag football team. In addition, Ben is in his first year of Tiger Cubs, 
and Patrick is his den leader. As a family we love to camp and fish together. We have a 3-year-old English Springer 
Spaniel named Baxter. 
 

Profession:   
I have been involved in youth ministry for over 10 years; serving 7 of those years as a pastor of Youth and Family 
Ministry. I graduated from Luther Seminary in June 2001 with a Masters of Divinity and a concentration in Youth 
and Family Ministry. After taking a year off, I returned to ministry this past August, not as an ordained minister, but 
as Director of Youth and Family Ministry at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Duluth. Youth Ministry has 
been, and continues to be, a vitally important part of my life.  
 

What hobbies do you enjoy?  
 I love to play soccer and am a goalie on a women’s recreation league in Duluth. I also love to camp and fish.  I 
just took up ice fishing this year, and am in the process of building my own ice shanty. My husband and I love to ski, 
and we have a family membership at Spirit Mountain. I love music and play the drums and the bass guitar. In addi-
tion, my best friend and I have written a number of songs. I enjoy reading and crocheting in my spare time, as well 
as spending time with my family and our dog, Baxter. 
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past?   
 Although I am new to VLM, I have been very supportive of and active in outdoor ministries throughout my 
ministry. In each of my calls as pastor, I have required my Confirmation students to attend Bible Camp at least once 
during their 3-year Confirmation class, and attended the week-long camp with them. I believe ministry needs to be 
relational, and Bible Camp is a tremendous way to build upon their faith formation. I’ve also discovered that if given 
the opportunity, the majority of youth who experience a week of Bible Camp are excited to return the following year. 
 

Why are you interested in serving on the VLM Board at this time? 
 I am interested in serving on the VLM Board because I see this as a tremendous opportunity to help connect 
VLM to Good Shepherd, our synod, and to the church, as a whole. Although I’m not currently serving as a pastor, I 
believe my Lutheran education and theological training, along with my experience in youth and family ministry will 
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2009 VLM Mission Project was split between NEMN Synod Honduras Project and to Oak Grove 
School in Fargo for flood clean-up and rebuilding. VLM Campers donated $2236.50 this year! 
 
The 2008 VLM Mission Project was divided between: providing Spanish Bibles for our NEMN Synod's compan-
ion congregations in Honduras ($1900), assisting Wilderness Canoe Base, our sister ELCA Canoe Camp that lost 
numerous buildings in the 2007 spring BWCAW wildfires ($994), and tree planting at Camp Vermilion ($994).  
VLM Campers donated $4888 this year! 
 
The 2007 VLM Mission Project was…the ELCA World Hunger Program which improves the lives of people in 
need in the United States and around the world by: providing immediate relief for people affected by chronic hun-
ger and poverty; assisting whole communities advocating for justice by changing laws and systems and also edu-
cating members of the ELCA in awareness.  
 
All money raised by the World Hunger Appeal comes through specially designated offerings and donations from 
ELCA members, congregations, and friends.  ELCA World Hunger receives no benevolence (general budget 
money from general ELCA member offerings).  VLM Campers donated $5295.55! 

Summer Camper Mission Funds   

help to enhance my experience on the Board. It is also my hope that with my involvement on the VLM Board, more youth 
from Good Shepherd will attend Bible Camp. 
 

 
New Board Nominee Bob Pearson 

 

Home Congregation:  First Lutheran, Duluth 
 

Family Introduction: Two married daughters: Krista, her husband Jacob, two sons; Kyle and Elijah; Amanda, her husband 
Blaine, a daughter, Madilyn and a son, Langdon. 
 

Profession:  Owns and operates PEARSON’S SEAMLESS SIDING 
 

What hobbies do you enjoy?  Woodworking, bird hunting, reading. 
 

How have you been active at VLM or other Outdoor Ministries in the past?  NA 
 

Why are you interested in serving on the VLM Board at this time? 
I was reintroduced to Camp Vermilion last spring.  Noticed the work needing to be done, and my church wanted me in-
volved with VLM. 
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VLM Corporate Church Membership Financial Informati on 
PCM “Per Confirmed Member” support = Confirmed Membership x $3 a year.    

CHURCH CITY 
Conf 
2009 PCM 2009 Goal PCM 2009 PCM 2008 

WELCA 
09 

WELCA 
08 

Sp Gift 
2009 

Sp Gift 
2008 

First Aitkin 911  2,733.00 371.25 400.15 0 0 0 0 

St. John's Aitkin 123  369.00 369.00 378.00 0 0 0 0 

St. Paul's Alango 45  135.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Our Savior's Aurora 181  543.00 525.00 525.00 300.00 0 350.00 0 

Evangelical Babbitt 331  993.00 462.00 462.00 0 0 0 0 

Bear River Bear River 60  180.00 0 0 0 0 100.00 0 

Bigfork Bigfork 181  543.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bethel/Trinity Bovey 238  714.00 500.00 500.00 0 0 0 0 

First Brainerd 1261  3,783.00 1,898.17 1,430.00 0 0 0 0 

First Buhl 88  264.00 50.00 50.00 0 0 0 0 

Faith Chisholm 146  438.00 300.00 300.00 100.00 0 202.83 0 

Bethel Cloquet 93  279.00 279.00 279.00 0.00 0 0 0 

Our Savior's Cloquet 825  2,475.00 2,499.96 2,399.88 100.00 0 0 0 

Zion Cloquet 848  2,544.00 2,544.00 2,574.00 0.00 0 0 0 

Trinity Cook 465  1,395.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 200.00 0 0 0 

Bethany Cromwell 350  1,050.00 1,512.50 1,471.75 0 125.00  334.00 0 

Faith Culver 181  543.00 0 0 50.00 50  0 0 

Bethany Deer River 199  597.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 0 0 0 0 

Suomi Deer River 42  126.00 201.00 0 0 0 0 0 
Salem Deerwood 581  1,743.00 3,951.00 3,874.00 0 0 0 0 

Concordia Duluth     0   0   145.01   
Faith 224  672.00 256.00 0 0 0 0 0 

Family Of God Duluth 687  2,061.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 0 0 0 0 

First Duluth 1727  5,181.00 5,181.00 5,162.00 400.00 400 .00 1,192.00 0 

Gloria Dei Duluth                 
Good Shepherd Duluth 1181  3,543.00 0 0 30.00 30.00  0 0 

Kenwood Duluth 366  1,098.00 1,098.00 1,056.00 0.00 0 339.00 0 
Our Savior's Duluth 339  1,017.00 950.00 950.00 50.00 100 .00 25.00 0 

Trinity Duluth 658  1,974.00 1,314.40 1,731.19 0 0  0 0 
Zion Duluth 254  762.00 500.00 499.92 0 0  0 200.00 

Fredheim Effie 87  261.00 0 0 0 0  0 0 
Grace Ely 716  2,148.00 1,499.98 2,133.34 100.00 200.00  0 0 
Hope Embarrass 179  537.00 0 0 0 200.00  0 0 

United in Christ Eveleth 753  2,259.00 1,500.00 1,400.00 0 0  0 0 
Zion Finland 190  570.00 225.00 225.00 0 100.00  0 0 

Hope Floodwood 238  714.00 870.00 400.00 200.00 0  0 0 

Bethlehem Grand Marais 543  1,629.00 0 1,000.00 300.00 300 .00 0 0 
St. Andrew's Grand Rapids 1011  3,033.00 3,500.04 3,506.04 100.00 50  0 0 

Zion Grand Rapids 873  2,619.00 2,619.00 2,556.00 300.00 300.00  1,416.75 0 

Duluth 

St Paul's   Hackensack 186  558.00 600.00 558.00 0 0  0 0 
Grace Hermantown 551  1,653.00 1,774.58 1,698.00 75.00 0  0 0 
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VLM Corporate Church Membership Financial Informati on  
CHURCH CITY 

Conf 
2009 

PCM 2009 
Goal PCM 2009 PCM 2008 WELCA 09 WELCA 08 

Sp. Gift 
2009 

Sp. Gift 
2008 

First Hibbing 452  1,356.00 1,356.00 1,347.00 0 0  0 0 

Holy Trinity Hibbing 145  435.00 1,000.00 940.00 0 0  200.00 0 
Our Savior's Hibbing 1106  3,318.00 3,318.00 3,333.00 0 500.00  1742.00 2437.97 

Trinity Hovland 78  234.00 700.00 200.00 0 0  0.00 100.00 
Faith Hoyt Lakes 270  810.00 810.00 820.00 0 0  517.00 0 
First Int’l. Falls 525  1,575.00 1,575.00 1,632.00 100.00 100.00  0 0 

Zion Int’l. Falls 690  2,070.00 2,200.00 2,200.00 0 0  0 0 

Faith United Iron 723  2,169.00 970.00 867.48 0 0  686.00 727.50 
Carmel Jacobson 91  273.00 100.00 100.00 0 0  0 0 

Good Shepherd Keewatin 20  60.00 100.00 100.00 0 0  0 0 
Knife River Knife River 135  405.00 450.00 768.75 0 0  0 0 

Littlefork Littlefork 333  999.00 708.25 999.00 200.00 200.00 810.00 0 
Bethany Loman 65  195.00 360.00 360.00 0 0  600.00 0 

Lutsen Lutsen 117  351.00 351.00 375.00 0 0  0 0 
Grace McGregor 311  933.00 0 0 0 0  0 0 
Hope Moose Lake 739  2,217.00 1,250.00 2,000.00 200.00 200.00  0 0 

Messiah Mt Iron 353  1,059.00 487.00 516.77 0 0 243.00 0 
Nashwauk Nashwauk 310  930.00 930.00 918.00 0 0  50.00 0 

Calvary Orr 78  234.00 409.50 327.00 30.00 30.00  533.43 0 
St. Mark's Palo 469  1,407.00 250.00 250.00 100.00 100.00  65.00 0 

First Pine River 464  1,392.00 916.68 0 100.00 100.00  0 0 
Bethlehem Proctor 238  714.00 459.03 512.02 0 0 0 0 

Immanuel Proctor 184  552.00 302.00 300.00 0 0 250.00 0 

Roseville Roseville     2,000.00   0   0   
St. John's Saginaw 79  237.00 237.00 240.00 0 0 0 0 

Sychar Silver Bay 219  657.00 0 0 25.00 0  0 0 
St. Paul's Soudan 65  195.00 0 0 0 0  0 0 

Bethel Superior 164  492.00 0 0 0 0  0 0 
Jesse Lake Talmoon 86  258.00 301.00 292.01 0 0  0 0 

Zoar Tofte 131  393.00 393.00 396.00 0 0  0 0 
Immanuel Tower 105  315.00 150.00 150.00 50.00 0  360.50 0 
Bethlehem Two Harbors 790  2,370.00 2370.00 2,172.50 0 0  0 0 
Emmanuel Two Harbors 834  2,502.00 307.85 930.07 0 0  0 0 

Our Savior's, CD Two Harbors 80  240.00 0 0 0 50  0 0 
Gethsemane Virginia 673  2,019.00 1200.00 1,200.00 300.00 300.00  0 0 
Our Savior's Virginia 631  1,893.00 1883.00 1,893.00 0 0  1058.50 175.00 

Bethel Warba 109  327.00 100.00 100.00 0 0  0 0 

Bethlehem  Wright 140  420.00 420.00 420.00 0 0  57.00 0 

Corporate Totals   29,914  89,742.00 69,915.19 68,378.87 3,410.00 3,435.00 11,277.02 3,640.47 

NEMN Synod                   

Non Corp Totals             125.00      

Overall Totals             3,560.00     
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223 BUILDER MEMBERS in 2009 
 

People who participate in our Builders Program provide leadership, energy, vision and resources for both Camp 
Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.  VLM Builders continue to build on the legacy of care and dedication created by the first 
Builders of our two camps.  The following people have made a commitment to give an annual financial contribution 
specifically to our Builders Program to support and sustain the ministry of VLM.   

 
 
 

Our heartfelt thanks goes to this special group of camp friends for their faithfulness to this wonderful ministry.  

Hagen, Roy & Bea - Cloquet 
Halstead, Joy - Hermantown 
Hartmann, Lenore - Roseville 
Hill, Richard & Audrey - New Bern, NC 
Hornfeldt, Anders & Marion - Shoreview 
Hotchkiss, Matt & Amy - Lakeville 
Ingersoll, Tim & Janine - Superior, WI 
Koranda, Lil - Int'l Falls 
Leslie, Rev. Paul & Karen - Grand Rapids 
Lindgren, Richard - Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Miller, Ken & Harriet - Duluth 
Mlaker, Warren & Betty - Cook 
Nelson, Virginia - Virginia 
Oreskovich, Natasha - Robbinsdale * 
Our Savior's Lutheran, Women of the ELCA - Aurora 
Pearson, Elizabeth - Duluth * 
Romslo, Michael - Int'l Falls 
Rude, Lois - Edmond, OK 
Schroeder, Philip - West Des Moines, IA 
Seidelmann, Tom & Julie - Duluth 
Splett, Elmer & Karen - Cloquet 
Stanley, Kitter - Grand Rapids 
Ulland, Robert & Myrna - Duluth 
Walk, Amy & Stephen - Saint Cloud * 
Waters, Ed & Mary Jean - Chisholm 
Weum, John & Janell - Eden Prairie 
Yernberg, Margaret - Red Wing, WI 
 
Builder Level: $100-$249 
Abrahamson, John & Gail - New Richmond, WI * 
Ahrlin, Jim & Ginny - Eveleth 
Alsop, Bob & June - Duluth 
Alstrom, Carol - Litchfield 
Anderson, Catherine - Duluth 
Anderson, Gerald & Elaine - Hibbing 
Anderson, Roy & Audrey - Hermantown 
Bailey, Bert & Mary - Buffalo 
Barrick, Joseph & Margaret - Mechanicsburg, PA 
Bauman, Bill & Jeannine - Virginia 
Bergeland, Dan & Marjorie - Duluth 
Blenkush, Stephen & Julia - Milaca 
Blomberg, Clem & Carol - Nashwauk 
Bolton, Lisa - Grand Rapids 
Borreson, David - Broomfield, CO 
Brakke, Paul & Kathy - Greenwood, IN 
Brandt, John & Betty - Hibbing 
Brenna, Clark & Barb - Cook 
Brink, Hazel - Rochester 
Bristow, Jack & Janice - Sioux City, IA 
Brown, Bruce & Carolyn - Sun Lakes, AZ 
Brown, Richard - Deer River 
Carlson, Gary & Patricia - Cook 
Chase, Rodger & Carol - Grand Rapids 
Christensen, Richard & Patricia - Hermantown 

Voyageurs Level:  $1000 and over 
Amundson, Joe & Val - Cook 
Anderson, Dennis & Betty - Southlake, TX 
Baldwin, R. Larry & Jan - Hibbing 
Bean, Bill & Debbie - Hibbing 
Bradley, Mike & Cynthia - Duluth 
Brown, Tom & Pam - San Luis Obispo, CA 
Drangstveit, Lois - Ely 
Hagen, Ron & Kathy - Stillwater 
Hill, Louise - Hibbing 
Kovall, Matt & Muriel - Ely 
Liesmaki, Chris & Terry - Hibbing 
Long, Duane - Duluth 
Ludlow, Mark & Sally - Cook 
Moore, Herb & Jan - Aurora 
Murray, Bob & Barb - Littlefork 
Olds, Ted & Susan - Brainerd 
Rhude, James & Joan - Hibbing 
Solem, Darryl & Kathy - Cohasset 
Thureen, Dan - Moorhead 
Torgerson, Karolyn - Hibbing 
 
Trailblazer Level:  $500 - $999 
Abelsen, Jim & Julienne - Duluth 
Abenth, Joel & Amie - Cook 
Abrahamson, Kevin - Cook 
Alt, Ken & Patti - Angora 
Burgess, Bruce & Sue - Maineville, OH 
Dangelo, Naomi - Aurora 
Friest, Phil - Edina 
Houglum, Dave & Sandy - Yorktown, VA 
Johnson, Donald & Laviere - Mesa, AZ 
Jordan, Daniel & Julie - Hibbing 
Kuznia, Darin - Las Vegas, NV 
Matson, Keith & Jan - Deer River 
Mattson, James & Liane - Eagan 
Negley, Don & Leanne - Babbitt 
Odegard, Bill & Norma - Cohasset 
Paulu, Gordon & Arylene - Shoreview 
Scheuring, Rick & Julie - Cook 
Tibbetts, Bill & Brenda - Cook 
Young, Dave & Lois - Grand Rapids 
Zion Lutheran, Women of the ELCA - Int'l Falls 
 
Pioneer Level:  $250 - $499 
Allen, Cliff & Lois - Deer River 
Bockbrader, Rev. Rollie & Tracy - Esko 
Booth, Richard & Linda Lee - Grand Rapids 
Braaten, Bruce & Paula - Minnesota City 
Braaten, LaVerne & Lucille - Virginia 
Crockett, Brian & Mary - Brevig Mission, AK 
Docken, Kevin - Grand Rapids 
Gaulke, Martin & Laura - Cloquet 
Gilbert, Jeff & Kathy - Deer River 
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Churchill, Gene & Sandy - Chisholm 
Crockett, David & Shirley - Virginia 
Cummings, Kent & Jane - Aitkin 
Cummings, Lyssa - Roseville * 
Dennie, Joe & Nancy - Tower 
Diede, Jim & Tina - Cohasset 
Diedrick, Jim & Lee - Roseville * 
Drewes, Lester & Rose - Duluth 
Eldredge Hess, Rev. Nancy & Rev. Chris - West Ossipee, NH 
Ellingson, Duane & Louise - Aurora 
Erickson, Rodney & Ellen - Forest Lake 
Erickson, Roger - Grand Rapids 
Evans, Virginia - Hibbing 
Faith, Women of the ELCA - Chisholm 
First Lutheran, Women of the ELCA - Duluth 
Fisher, Jim & Nancy - Zim 
Forsberg, Gary & Barbara - Apple Valley 
Frazier, Jeff & Debra - Grand Rapids 
Fredrickson, Neil & Julie - Duluth 
Garrard, Herbert - Hibbing 
Gilbertson, Allen & Karen - Grand Rapids 
Gilbertson, George & Lou Ellen - Grand Rapids 
Gildseth, Bruce & Helen - Hermantown 
Gjessing, Morris - Moose Lake 
Gray, Bernice - Hibbing 
Hagestuen, Don & Sonja - Aitkin 
Hall, Bill & Lou - Moose Lake 
Halls, Edward & Clara - Hermantown 
Halsey, Beth - Grand Rapids * 
Hansen, Lawrence & Claudine - Duluth 
Hardwig, Richard & Inez - Littlefork 
Heald, Cleone - Pengilly 
Heikkila, Marlene - Virginia * 
Helvig, Sheryl Harapat & Richard - Grand Rapids 
Henningsen, Grant & Lori - Hermantown 
Hensel, John - Minneapolis 
Hill, Jeffrey & Sharry - Cook * 
Hofeldt, Dave & Laurel - Oakdale 
Holleque, Rev. Erik & Mary - Hibbing 
Hommes, Dave & Linda - Aitkin * 
Hoyer, Marc & Mia - White Bear Lake * 
Human Touch Stores,  - Cook 
Jackson, Scott & Paula - Hibbing 
Jenkins, Gene & Marilyn - Cook 
Johnson, Brian & Judy - Aurora 
Johnson, Dale - Cook * 
Johnson, Keith & Lori - Hendersonville, NC 
Johnson, Kent & Birgit - Bloomington 
Johnson, Rev. Moe & Marge - St. Paul 
Johnson, Roland & Imy - Bruno 
Johnson, Wallace & Ellen - Two Harbors 
Johnston, Rev. Tim & Sara - Cashton, WI * 
Jorgenson, Ken & Ruth - Carlton 
Jowaski, Esther - Cook 
Kampen, Charles & Pamela - Grand Rapids 
Klapatch, Mike & Jill - Chisholm 
Kolodge, Greg & Lisa - Duluth * 
Latvala, Robert & Mary Jane - Nashwauk 
Leamon Mercantile, Ken Clark - Superior, WI 
Leinum, Arvid & Barbara - Int'l Falls 
Loberg, Gary & Nancy - Duluth 
Lothner, David & Marcia - Duluth 

Lutter, Paul - St. Peter * 
Machones, Joe - Duluth 
Marple, Kurt & Elaine - Buffalo * 
Mattson, Louis & Peggy - Pengilly 
Mattson, Roger & Karen - Duluth 
Mayfield, Shawn & Sara - Lakeville 
Minske, Dorothy - Pengilly 
Moberg, Phyllis - St. Paul 
Morreim, Pastor Dennis & Jeanne - Cloquet 
Morse, Judy - Pengilly * 
Neustel, Wesley - Duluth 
Ohlgren, Ralph & Lorna - Moose Lake 
Olson, Harold & Arliss - Britt 
Olson, Maxine - Orr 
Oswold, Jane - Scanlon 
Our Savior's Lutheran, Women of the ELCA - Hibbing 
Our Savior's Lutheran, Women of the ELCA - Cloquet 
Pearson, Dale & JoAnne - Carlton 
Persson, Darrold & Laurel - Hibbing 
Puncochar, Scott & Mary - Shoreview * 
Raymond, Nancy - Grand Rapids 
Reinhold, John & Bernice - Grand Rapids 
Revoir, Rick & Lisa - Duluth 
Ringdahl, Lee & Leslee - Grand Rapids 
Roberts, Don - St. Peter 
Robson, Joanne - Duluth 
Rogers, Ron & Lynn - Int'l Falls 
Rogness, Rev. Michael & Eva - St. Paul 
Ronning, Kara & Paul - Hibbing 
Rossing, Rev. Lyle & Holly - Sioux Falls, SD 
Schmidt, Leonard & Marlys - Sturgeon Lake 
Sella, Jim & Marge - Tower * 
Sime, Gerald - Duluth 
Simmons, Ruth - Gilbert 
Skoglund, Irene - Aurora 
Solem, Stuart & Carmen - Grand Rapids 
Sorenson, Anna - Ferryville, WI 
Stoller, Eric & Melissa - Cook * 
Storsteen, Naomi - Duluth 
Swanson, Arthur & Anne - Moose Lake 
Swanson, Paula - Cook 
Tetlie, Alden & Becky - St. Paul * 
Thornton, David & Janet - Duluth 
Thydean, Mary - Littlefork 
Tinquist, Jerry & Cherry - Cohasset 
Tokarczyk, Robert & Sheryl - Mt Iron 
Toole, Rick & Joy - Britt 
Trinity Lutheran Sunday School - Cook 
Tveite, Paul & Betty - Grand Rapids 
Ulland, Kim - Benson 
WA Fisher Company, Mark - Virginia 
Walli, Rod - Wright 
Webb, Todd & Angela - Grand Rapids 
Webster, Alfred - Aitkin 
Wefelmeyer, Fred & Marilyn - Cloquet 
Weller, Wayne & Irene - Grand Rapids 
Wierimaa, Anne - Duluth 
Wingness, Vicki June - Duluth 
Wittmers, Larry & Ruth - Duluth 
Yarger, Rev. Lee & Jan - Laporte 
Yetter, Helen - Duluth 
Zwieg, John & Claire - Cook 
 * New Builder in 2009 



30 

 

In Memory Of:  Given By: 
 

Ruth Anderson Cliff & Lois Allen 
 Ken Alt 
 Dennis & Betty Anderson 
 John & Debbie Dickey 
 Gary & Barbara Forsberg 
 Richard & Eugenia Jauma 
 William Lindberg 
 Roger & Jane Nelson 
 Henrietta Olson 
 Rick & Julie Scheuring 
Joe Ault Joe & Nancy Dennie 
T. Russell Avaikainen The Russell Avaikainen  
      Memorial Endowment 
Lorraine Carlson Scott & Paula Jackson 
Bill Deutsch Cliff & Lois Allen 
Friends & Family Ted & Greta Jeske 
Jean Hermann Cliff & Lois Allen 
Ruth Holm Catherine Windt 
Eric Hurst Jacque Hurst 
William Jones Anita Jones 
Eileen Lampi Eileen Lampi Estate 
Irving Lamppa Ruth Simmons 
Virgil Madson Herb & Jan Moore 
Richard Mattson Ruth Simmons 
Annika Noel Natasha Oreskovich 
Carl Olsen Don Jacobson 
Clarence Olson Margie Olson 

In Memory Of:  Given By: 
 

Greg Olson Maxine Olson 
  Youth Calvary Lutheran 
  Rick & Julie Scheuring 
Bob Oswold Kim & Tom Beltt 
  Elmer & Karen Splett 
Sheldon Porthan Herb & Jan Moore 
Dorothy Troop Vicki Andrews 
 Mark & Carol Anderson 
 Joseph & Margaret Barrick 
 Paul & Donalyn Dealy 
 Tom & Mary Drazenovich 
 Richard & Sadie Faulkner 
 Allen & Karen Gilbertson 
 Joyce Graham 
 Iona Helleckson 
 George & Meredith Jakovich 
 George & Viola Korol 
 Ron & Kay Lien  
 Randy Macdonnel 
 Shirley & Ray Mace 
 Alf & Kathryn Madsen  
 Terry & Catherine Madsen 
 Dennis & Susan Neitzke 
 Michael & Darlene Nielsen  
 Alice Sarkela 
Doug Trout Cliff & Lois Allen 
Rodney Webb Don Jacobson 

2009 Memorials 

In Honor  Of:                                                     Given By:    
 

2009 Graduating Seniors of Our Savior's, Virginia Women of the ELCA Our Savior's Lutheran 
 
Brittany Miller & Jason Deen's Wedding Don & Lyn Neiding 
Camp Vermilion's 50th Anniversary Alden & Becky Tetlie 
 
Charles Michael Nielsen's Baptism Jeffrey Nielsen 
Dennis G. Anderson's Birthday Erin Anderson 
Jerry & Cherry Tinquist’s 50th Anniversary Zion Lutheran 
Katie Blenkush Stephen & Julia Blenkush 
Mary Kay & Jake Jacobson Carter & Kim Strickland 
Mary Thydean Bernie & Kathy Barich 
Myron Nielsen Faith & David Wicklund 
Myron Nielsen Joseph & Margaret Barrick 
Myron Nielsen Roger & Aina Boraas 
Rev. Paul Leslie’s years of Service to VLM Joel & Amy Abenth 
 Ken & Patti Alt 
 Catherine Anderson 
 Dennis & Betty Anderson 
 Bill & Jeannine Bauman 
 Kirk & Sarah Bustrom 
 Joe & Nancy Dennie 

2009 Honorariums 



31 

 

Each year we are deeply appreciative of the 
generous grants we receive.   

Thanks to all who helped secure these funds! 
 
 

FIRE WISE 
$3886  MN Department of Natural Resources, 
  Division of Forestry:  Tree / Shrub Establishment 

 
VENDOR GIFTS 

(Camperships, General Fund)  
 

$1000  Lake Country Power Operation Roundup, 
Virginia  

 
Other Vendor Gifts are on our Golf Page 

 
$2000 ELCA Outdoor Ministry Environmental  

Stewardship Grant 
for Environmental Education Specialist and mobile curriculum 
 
$1191 ELCA Region 3 Outdoor Ministry  

“Grace Fund” Grant  
To eliminate VLM’s 2009 Regional Dues 

  

THRIVENT Regional Grant 
$2500 Denise Aasen, Thrivent Manager of Lutheran 

Relationships in Central MN &  
$2500 Lisa Warren—Thrivent Manager of Lutheran 

Relationships in Eastern MN 
Both grants are for the Thrivent "Thank You" Dinner after the 
VLM Annual Meeting 2/7/09  

 
THRIVENT “Join Hands” Projects, etc. 

$500 Thrivent Financial - Mesabi Chapter 
          Camp Workday  
$375    Thrivent Financial - Kootasca Chapter 
            Camp Hiawatha Siding work at Camp Hiawatha 
 

THRIVENT “Members - Giving Plus”  
(Match by half to $300) 

 
$7,384 has been received in 2009 

This Thrivent Program is now complete. Funds were exhausted 
in October of 2009. 

 
Thrivent is looking into a new program for member matching/

donation opportunities and details will be available early 
summer of 2010.   

In the meantime—Thrivent is offering a “Challenge” Grant that 
VLM will be utilizing in conjunction with our “Spring Start-
Up” fund raising letter.  Please keep an eye out for your letter 

and consider helping us in this endeavor.  

GRANTS & MATCHING FUNDS  

2009 MEMORIALS/ENDOWMENT FUNDS  
 

Memorials/Honorariums 
 

Receipts 
   General Fund $  13,533.00  
 Project Fund $       150.00 
 Total $  13,683.00 
 

Balances for Endowment Restricted Funds     Dec. 31st, 2009  
LB Fund #37 $  39,057.99 ($1000.00 deposit in transit)              
LB Fund #18 $    6,466.73 
LB Fund #36 $       392.82  
Total $  45,917.54 

In Honor  Of:                                                     Given By:    
Rev. Paul Leslie’s years of Service to VLM Keith & Cindy Eggert 
 Dick & Jan Gregorich 
 Don & Sonja Hagestuen  
 Greg & Donna Hoag 
 Bob & Barb Murray 
 Rick & Julie Scheuring 
 Darryl & Kathy Solem 
 Jack & Jan Soltis 
Teddy Blenkush Stephen & Julia Blenkush 
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$100 - $499 Gifts  
Calvary Lutheran, Orr 
Joy Halstead, Deer River 
Nathaniel & Jackie LeBeque, Mt. Iron 
Dave & Pat Noren, Minneapolis 
Tom Rupp—Rupp Furniture, Chisholm 
  
$500 - $999 Gifts 
Larry & Bev Pelland, Loman 
Dennis & Betty Anderson, Southlake, TX 
  

$1000 & Over Gifts 
Anonymous 
Cliff & Lois Allen, Deer River 
Jeff & Kathy Gilbert, Deer River 
Tim Johnson / State Farm, Cook 
Rev. Paul Lutter, St. Peter 
   
And the many campers... bringing Gifts each Registration 
Sunday.  And the donations that we may have missed 
listing here.  THANK YOU! 

2009 IN-KIND GIFTS  

 

Hundreds of campers and many special friends of VLM have given countless gifts to support this ministry.  Each 
and every gift is appreciated.  Below are just some of the people who have remembered us with Gifts-In-Kind.   

The “Mary Bar” Fund  
 

was started in 1999 by a group of past canoe guides.  It was created to 
honor former Camp Vermilion cook, Mary Thydean, and to raise funds for 
the Canoe Country Program.  Mary perfected the high-energy bar that we 
still use in our BWCA Program.  One half of the money received is put 
into a restricted fund account and the other half is used immediately to 
provide necessary items for the program.  To date (12-31-09) we have re-
ceived $19,837.  One half of that remains in restricted savings.  The other 
half was used to purchase canoes & tents.  If you would like to contribute 
to this fund, please mark your donation to the “MARY BAR FUND.”   
 

 

  

We celebrated  
Camp Vermilion’s 50th Anniversary  

in July of 2009 
 

Last July at Camp Vermilion was a time of remembering, renewing,  
rejoicing in the camp’s 50 years of ministry.  Over 300 Staff / friends of camp 
from that first year of 1959 to the entire seasonal staff of 2009 were sharing  
stories, pictures, peace, worship at the site.   

 
The entire weekend was filled with opportunities to experience the program, enjoy the site, and share  
wonderful meals with friends.   
 
The “Program of Remembrances” had many speakers from the different decades—starting with Mel,  
Audrey & Tom Bakk from 1959.  We were brought up-to-date with two of our 2009 campers, Matt 
Mehrkins of Virginia and Annaliese Braaten of Minnesota City. 
 
We had wonderful worship services, with past and current Staff and our Bishop, Rev. Tom Aitken.  The 
campfires brought out the best of the best moments with VISTA, etc. 
 
To all those who volunteered at the Camp Vermilion 50th celebration - we give thanks for your time,  
energy and continued investment in the mission and ministry of VLM.  A special thanks to Karolyn  
Torgerson for serving as the coordinator for this event and for all of her love and care of Camp Vermilion. 
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These area businesses supported the 
Golf Scrambles as Tee Sponsors  

 

American Express Financial Advisors, Cook 
Bauman Family Funeral Homes, Range Wide 
Cook Building Center, Cook 
God’s Country Outfitters, Grand Rapids 
Hand-Done T-Shirts, Inc., Ely 
Lake Vermilion Taxidermy, Cook 
Midway Lumber Specialties, Hermantown 
Northern Lights Timber Company, Orr 
Olson Logging, Inc., Orr 
Rainy River Management Co., Southlake, TX 
Short Stop Convenience Stores, Range Wide 

VLM  4-Person Camp Golf Scramble at Virginia Golf Course 
 

 

Over the years we, along with our golfers, have played 
18 holes of golf at some beautiful golf courses, had a 
chance to win one car, a Hawaiian vacation or 
downright hard cold cash! Received fun gifts, t-shirts, 
hats, golf balls, etc. Braved some ominous weather 
reports, sprinkles, and a outright downpour. Enjoyed 
beautiful sunny weather. Had fun with old and new 
friends. Devoured some tasty meals. Thanked the 
business people who were Tee-Sponsors and those 
businesses donating door prizes. Learned more about 
Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion. Supported those 
awesome camps in God’s Great Northwoods! 
 
 

    2006 2007 2008 2009 
Golfers: 53 53 68 59 
Tee Sponsors 15 16 16 18 
Profit:  $4291 $4901 $5541 $5532 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pretty Much 100% Scandinavian 

 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry hosted the viewing of  “Pretty much 100% Scandinavian” as a fund raiser on 
October 25th, 2009 at the Reif Center in Grand Rapids.  Fifty-eight people enjoyed this American Swedish 
Institute’s documentary that afternoon. Some of our own Voyageurs Lutheran people were featured in the 
film!  You may want to ask our Director, Joel Abenth, or our past Board Chair, Dennis Anderson, about this! 

Special Thanks  
 

to the vendors & golfers who support this 
outdoor ministry through their involvement  

in the Scramble. 

 

Proceeds directly help Camp Hiawatha  
and Camp Vermilion. 

Cole's Hardware, Grand Rapids 
Comet Theater, Cook 
Cook Building Center, Cook 
Cook News Herald, Cook 
Cook North Country Floral, Cook 
Crescent, Cook 
Davis Petroleum, Grand Rapids 
Furniture Plus Video, Cook 

Hadersbeck’s Hardware, Cook 
Homestead Mills, Cook 
Human Touch, Cook 
Jurvelin's Hardware, Deer River 
Lake Country Power, Grand Rapids 
Lake Vermilion Trading, Cook 
Montana Café, Cook 
Northwoods True Value, Cook 

Ogle’s Marketplace, Grand Rapids 
Sandstrom's, Grand Rapids 
Schade Vineyard, Volga SD 
South Switch, Angora 
Subway, Cook 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry 
The Watering Can, Cook 
Waschke Family Chevrolet, Cook 

24 additional businesses donated funds and prizes for the raffle and door prizes.  

These area businesses/friends supported  
the Golf Scrambles as Tee Sponsors:  

 

Ameriprise Financial of Cook, Lawrence Gustafson 

Dennis & Betty Anderson, Southlake, TX 

Bauman Family Funeral Homes,  Range 

 

Range Bio Pellets, Deer River 
Country Store & Vermilion Motel of Cook  
Ferrellgas of Virginia, Hibbing, Ely & Orr 
Floor To Ceiling, Duluth, Superior & Hayward 
Floor To Ceiling, Grand Rapids 
Gilbert Contracting of Hermantown  
Hand Done T-shirts, Ely  
Krenzen Indoor Auto of Duluth 
Rural Living Environments Inc., Babbitt 
Dave & Peggy Saari of Virginia –  
 Memory of Friends & Family 
Schade Vineyard & Winery, Volga, SD 
Darryl & Kathy Solem of Cohasset –   
 Memory of Mike Broderson 
Short Stop Convenience Stores, Range 
Range Cities Village Inn, Virginia  
Zup’s, Cook   

Special Thank You - Because of our concern that we may overlook even one of our 

supporters, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you! 
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 VLM Corporate Church Membership Camper & Builder Me mber Totals 

CHURCH CITY 
Campers 

2009 
Campers 

2008 

Day 
Camp 
2009 

Day 
Camp 
2008 

BWCA 
2009 

Retreat 
2009 

Retreat 
2008 

BII # 
2009 

BII # 
2008 Cabin Sponsorship 

First Aitkin 15 17 0 0 0   0 1 3 Lindberg Dorm 

St. John's Aitkin 8 2 0 0 0   0 0 0   

St. Paul's   Alango 0 0 0 0 0   0 2 0   

Our Savior's Aurora 10 8 0 0 0   0 5 6 Sandpoint Cabin 

Evangelical Babbitt 0 3 11 15 0   0 0 0 Nature Center 

Bear River Bear River 4 6 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Bigfork Bigfork 0 2 0 0 0   0 0 0 Lac La Croix Cabin 

Bethel/Trinity Bovey 1 1 0 0 0   0 1 1   

First Brainerd 19 0 0 0 0   0 1 1   

First Buhl 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Faith Chisholm 0 0 0 0 0   0 3 3   

Bethel Cloquet 0 0 0 0 0   5 0 0   

Our Savior's Cloquet 12 15 36 0 0   1 8 9 Birch Cabin 

Zion Cloquet 5 4 40 51 0   0 1 1   

Trinity Cook 24 3 0 0 0 10 0 18 16 Chapel 

Bethany Cromwell 16 16 0 0 8 21 0 1 0 Alneau Cabin 

Faith Culver 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 Delhut Cabin 

Bethany Deer River 6 7 0 0 0   0 3 3 Sauna Building 

Suomi Deer River 2 2 0 0 0 5 1 0 0   

Salem Deerwood 32 34 0 0 0   0 1 1   

Concordia Duluth     9 14    6   0     

Faith Duluth 0 0 0 0 0   0 1 2 Crooked Lake Cabin 

Family Of God Duluth 9 9 9 15 0   0 1 1   

First Duluth 65 55 43 0 0   0 17 14 Boat House 

Gloria Dei Duluth   3            0     

Good Shepherd Duluth 2 1 0 0 0   0 2 3   

Kenwood Duluth 15 8 0 0 0   0 3 1 Jolliet Cabin 

Our Savior's Duluth 5 5 0 0 0   16 2 2 Aspen Cabin 

Trinity Duluth 0 0 0 0 0 42 25 3 3 Knife Lake Cabin 

Zion Duluth 0 2 0 0 0   0 1 1 Dining Hall 

Fredheim Effie 0 1 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Grace Ely 0 0 0 0 0   0 2 2 Rainy Lake Cabin 

Hope Embarrass 3 10 30 41 0   0 1 0 Sauna 

United in Christ Eveleth 3 2 48 0 0   0 0 0   

Zion Finland 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 Schoolcraft Cabin 

Hope Floodwood 4 4 0 0 0   0 0 0 Baraga Cabin 

Bethlehem Grand Marais 2 11 0 0 0   0 0 0   

St. Andrew's Grand Rapids 27 30 0 0 0 27 0 6 4 Retreat Center 

Zion Grand Rapids 44 41 0 0 0 27 0 21 19 Chapel & Dining Hall 

St. Paul's   Hackensack 1 1 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Grace Hermantown 21 30 0 0 0 26 25 1 1 Logo Building 
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VLM Corporate Church Membership Camper & Builder Me mber Totals 

CHURCH CITY 
Campers 

2009 
Campers 

2008 

Day 
Camp 
2009 

Day 
Camp 
2008 

BWCA 
2009 

Retreat 
2009 

Retreat 
2008 

BII # 
2009 

BII # 
2008 Cabin Sponsorship 

First Hibbing 18 8 35 39 0 10 30 2 1 Log Lodge 

Holy Trinity Hibbing 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Our Savior's Hibbing 16 14 32 41 0   12 15 11 Bakk House 

Trinity Hovland 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 Hopkins Cabin 

Faith Hoyt Lakes 1 0 50 34 0   0 0 0 Namakan 

First Int'l Falls 15 13 19 22 0   0 1 1 Boys’ Cabins 

Zion Int'l Falls 20 19 19 22 6 12 0 4 4 Maple Cabin 

Faith United Iron 9 11 0 0 0   0 1 0   

Carmel Jacobson 1 3 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Good Shepherd Keewatin 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Knife River Knife River 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 Canteen/Health Bldg 

Littlefork Littlefork 12 10 0 0 0   1 4 5 Maple Cabin 

Bethany Loman 0 0 0 0 0   0 2 1   

Lutsen Lutsen 1 1 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Grace McGregor 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Hope Moose Lake 4 4 40 36 0   3 6 6   

Messiah Mt Iron 0 2 15 25 0 5 0 0 0   

Nashwauk Nashwauk 6 13 0 0 0 38 0 7 5   

Calvary Orr 6 8 0 0 0   0 2 3 Raddison (Stag) 

St. Mark's Palo 0 0 39 35 0 6 20 1 1   

First Pine River 5 10 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Bethlehem Proctor 8 15 30 25 0   0 0 0 Priest House 

Immanuel Proctor 0 4 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Roseville Roseville         16           

St. John's Saginaw 10 11 0 0 0 15 18 0 0   

Sychar Silver Bay 1 1 0 0 0   0 0 0   

St. Paul's Soudan 0 0 0 15 0   0 0 0 Basswood Cabin 

Bethel Superior 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Jesse Lake Talmoon 2 3 0 0 0 5 2 1 1   

Zoar Tofte 14 3 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Immanuel Tower 1 0 0 15 0   0 0 0   

Bethlehem Two Harbors 3 9 47 22 0   0 0 0 Selkirk  

Emmanuel Two Harbors 11 6 0 22 0   0 1 1 Mackenzie Cabin 

Our Savior's, CD Two Harbors 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Gethsemane Virginia 8 14 0 0 0 18 0 1 2 Thompson Cabin 

Our Savior's Virginia 13 14 0 0 0   4 10 9 White Pine Cabin 

Bethel Warba 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Bethlehem  Wright 4 10 0 0 0   0 0 0 Marquette Cabin 

Corporate Totals   574  573 552 489 30 273 163 164 148   

NEMN Synod             123         

Non-Corp Totals   314 364 0 0 95 953 580   43   

Overall Totals   888 937 552 489 125 1389 849   191   
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CAMPERS  In-Camp  Day Camp     BWCA    # 
Trips  
2000           1111 695 185  24 
2001           1088 744 375   52 
2002 1107 721 388   59 
2003 1114 747 153   21 
2004 1085 792 297   41 
2005 1170 782 270   39 
2006 1101 758 162   22 
2007 1138 629 279 42 
2008 937 489 208 30 
2009 888 552 125 17 

Camp Hiawatha 
 

 June 7-13  Hockey Camp (ages 9-14) 
 June 14-19 Girls Week - NEW!  
 June 21-26 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 Senior High Servants 
    (second week) 
 June 28-July 1 Mini Camp (2-4 Gr.) 
 July 1 Half-Pint Day (K-2 Gr.) 
 July 5-10 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 12-17 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 19-24 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
 July 23-31 7-9 Gr. & Senior High Camp 
 Aug. 2-7 Grandparents/Grandkids 
 Family Camp   

Camp Vermilion  
 
June 14-19 Confirmation Camp I  
  Senior High Servants 
    (first week) 
June 21-26 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
June 28-July 1 Mini Camp (2-4 Gr.) 
July 1 Half-Pint Day (K-2 Gr.) 
July 5-10 First Lutheran, Duluth 
July 12-17 Family Camp - NEW!  
 Fine Arts Camp (5-8 Gr.)  
July 19-24 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr.  
July 26-30 4-6 Gr. & 7-9 Gr. 
Aug. 2-7 7-9 Gr., Senior High Camp 
  & Houseboat Camp 

 

2009 Schedule 
 
 

Boundary Waters  
 

&  
 

Houseboat trips 
                                             

 
June 13-August 8 

 
 
 

Camp Prices  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
4-6 &  7-9th  $185 $205 $205 $205 $210 $210 $220 $240 $260 $280 
Half-Pint 15 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 30 35 
Mini  95 105 105 115 120 125 125 135 155 165 
Hockey 260 285 285 295 300 305 320 330 350 370 
Houseboat 255 315 315 335 340 345 360 380 415 435 
Family/G’Prnt 180 180 180 200 205 210 215 235 245 255 
Fine Arts 195 205 205 220 225 240 250 270 280 300 
Sr Hi Servants 110 110 110 130 135 140 145 165 180 200 
BWCA 288 298 315 308 315 322 335 348 378 397 
  
 

Camp Hiawatha & Camp Vermilion Camper Statistics 
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BUILDERS # Budget Actual 
2000 179 40,000 36,178 
2001 147 38,000 29,240 
2002 154 38,000 30,272 
2003 151 37,000 34,085 
2004 172 39,000 38,426 
2005 183 39,000 44,637 
2006 206 40,500 55,344 
2007 191 46,000 48,770 
2008 191 56,000 52,321 
2009 223 52,000 64,626 
Pulled from data on page 20 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Fact Sheet    
2009 

       1994        1996          1998          2000        2002          2004          2006   2008 

 

From data found on page 26/27 
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PO Box 1076 Cook MN 55723 
Camp Hiawatha & Camp Vermilion 

218-666-5465 
800-331-5148 

vlm@vlmcamps.org 
Web:  vlmcamps.org 

 
 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cook, MN 55723 

Permit No. 26 

Come and get to know our full-time 
Program Staff: 

Joy Halstead, Program Director 
&  

Marie Kirschstein 
Adventure Program Coordinator,  

 
 

VLM 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Saturday,  
February 6th 2010 

11:00 a.m. 
 

United in Christ Lutheran Church  
Eveleth, MN 

  


